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Lenny Curry: From the 
Sandy Beaches of Key 
West to the Muddy Roads 
of Middleburg to Being on 
Top of the World at Age 40

By Austin Cassidy

It was a hot evening in late July 
and local Republicans were packing 
themselves into the auditorium,  their 
party's monthly Executive Committee 
meeting -- a ritual that is repeated on 
the third Monday of each month.  

Except this time, something was a 
little di! erent.  Despite the fact that 
it was the hottest time of the year, a 
surprising majority of people seemed 
to be wearing black.  Black shirts, 
black suits, black dresses. 

Inside the room there were black 
balloons and other decorations.

What might have seemed like the 
trimmings of an especially festive 
memorial service were actually a good 
natured prank, organized by friends 
and family of the party's chairman, 
Lenny Curry.

" ough he doesn't look a day over 
30, on this night Curry was actually 
celebrating his 40th birthday.

Born in Key West, Curry is an 
only child.  His father owned a small 
retail store where he sold and repaired 
televisions and other electronics. 

ªI watched him build that business 
for 15 hours a day,º Curry says of his 
father. ª" at's where my entrepreneurial 
appetite comes from.º

His mother kept the books for the 
family's business and involved herself 
in the community, volunteering for 
various groups and causes.

ªWe went ® shing every weekend,º 
Curry says fondly of his days as a young 
boy in Key West.  ªIt was great.º

Curry also maintained close 
relationships with his grandparents.  
His maternal grandfather was a 
decorated Army Ranger who served in 
Europe during the Second World War.  
His grandfather on his dad's side was 
stationed on the U.S.S. Okalahoma at 
Pearl Harbor.

At the age of 12, his family decided 

to relocate to North Florida and they 
settled in Middleburg.

ªI had to adapt quickly,º Curry 
remembers.  ªIn no time I'd gone from 
® shing and spending time at the beach 
to riding a motorbikes and hunting 
in the woods.  It was two very unique 
extremes.º

An average student in High School, 
Curry played football, baseball and 
lifted weights.  

ªI loved playing football, I was 
passionate about it.  If I was doing 
something else right now, I'd like to 
be a high school football coach,º said 
Curry. ª" e discipline and strategic 
thinking that I learned from my high 
school football coaches has stuck with 
me all these years.º
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They Said It...

ºSociety in every state is a 
blessing, but Government, 
even in its best state, is but 
a necessary evil; in its worst 
state, an intolerable one.º
     ÐThomas Paine

ªCapitalism and 
communism stand at 
opposite poles. Their 
essential di! erence is this. 
The communist, seeing the 
rich man and his " ne home, 
says:  `No man should have 
so much.' The capitalist, 
seeing the same thing, says: 
`All men should have as 
much.'º
    ÐPhelps Adams 

Contact Us
The Jacksonville Observer welcomes comments 
and suggestions, as well as information about 
errors that call for corrections. We are committed 
to presenting information fairly and accurately.

PUBLISHER & EDITOR
Austin Cassidy

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS
News Service of Florida, Darcy G. Richardson, 
Mary Elizabeth Robertson

Letters to the Editor
austin@jaxobserver.com

News Tips
tips@jaxobserver.com

Advertising Inquiries
austin@jaxobserver.com
Phone: (904) 868-5963

What's The Buzz?
Hosted by Republican Insiders Lenny Curry and Cindy Graves

Every Thursday at 5pm on ABC 1530 WBOB

 Where Can I Find 
The Jacksonville Observer?

 The Observer Monthly is a free publication distributed throughout Duval, Nassau, 
Clay, Baker and St. Johns counties at nearly 100 locations.  

You can ! nd a copy at most area Gate gas stations, many public libraries, the 
Duval and Clay County courthouses, The Jacksonville Landing, Cotton’s BBQ, 

the Baseball Grounds of Jacksonville, the Museum of Science and History, 
UNF, Jones College, Florida State College at Jacksonville, Jacksonville University, 

NAS Jacksonville, Renna’s Pizza at The St. Johns Town Center, and 
select Winn-Dixie, Wal-Mart and Walgreen’s locations.

For more information, visit our website:  
www.JaxObserver.com



Page 3The Jacksonville Observer

by Darcy G. Richardson

" e anti-incumbent mood 
supposedly sweeping the country 
this year will be tested later 
this month in Florida's 6th 
congressional district, where 
conservative activist and self-
described ªpolitical outsiderº Don 
Browning is challenging eleven-
term U.S. Rep. Cli!  Stearns in the 
August 24 Republican primary.

Voters in Clay and Duval 
counties Ð well, at least a portion 
of Duval County Ð will have a 
say in this contest, a race described 
by the feisty challenger as a classic 
ªDavid vs. Goliathº struggle.

ªAnd you know how that turned 
out,º joked Browning in a recent 
interview with the Jacksonville 
Observer.

Stearns, a longtime ® xture 
in Washington political circles, 
hasn't faced a primary challenge 
since 1990 when he crushed Larry 
Gallagher, a retired auto salesman 
from Lecanto who was waging 
his third campaign for the seat, 
garnering nearly 78 percent of the 
vote against his little-known rival.

Stearns is one of seven 
incumbents Ð and one of only 
two Republican lawmakers 
Ð in the 25-member Florida 
congressional delegation who faces 
a primary challenge on August 
24. Congressman Vern Buchanan, 

a two-term conservative from 
Longboat Key, also drew a primary 
opponent.

Initially winning his U.S. House 
seat by defeating Democratic State 
House Speaker Jon Mills in one of 
the biggest political upsets of 1988, 
Stearns has always cultivated an 
image as something of an outsider 
himself while deftly using the huge 
trappings of incumbency to his 
advantage. However, the mere fact 
that he's an incumbent Ð and a 
longstanding one at that Ð might 
not play as well as in the past, 
particularly in a year when voters 
in both parties appear increasingly 
angry and frustrated with 
o#  ceholders at every level.

Browning believes he can 
tap into that growing anger and 
frustration.

Virtually ignored by the largest 
newspapers in the district, he 
also believes that his insurgent 
candidacy ªis an upset in the 
making.º " e response from voters, 
he says, has been overwhelming. 
ªI'm really encouraged,º he said.

According to Browning, Stearns 
is a consummate career politician 
who symbolizes everything that's 
wrong on Capitol Hill. ªHis idea of 
a backyard barbeque is a $1,000-per 
person fundraiser with corporate 
lobbyists,º said Browning, referring 
to a recent reception for the Ocala 
congressman in the backyard of a 

million-dollar townhouse in the 
nation's capital Ð a townhouse, 
incidentally, that's frequently used 
by a high-powered Democratic 
political consulting ® rm.

Stearns wasn't always an insider. 
In fact, in 1988 he campaigned 
as a reformer of sorts, promising 
to abide by term limits while 
striving to change the culture in 
Washington.

He's now part of that culture.
Most of his constituents, 

moreover, have probably long 
forgotten about his pledge during 
that campaign to serve no more 
than 12 years Ð a pledge, if 
honored, that would have brought 
his congressional career to an end 
ten years ago.

Unlike the late Tillie Fowler of 
Jacksonville, who was elected to 
Congress in 1992 under the slogan 
ªEight is Enoughº and ultimately 
kept her word by refusing, as 
a matter of principle, to seek 
reelection to a ® fth term in 2000, 
Stearns has been running like 
clockwork every two years since.

So much for elephants and long 
memories.

Reminiscent of Stearns more 
than twenty years ago, Browning is 
campaigning as this year's reform 
candidate. But unlike the 22-year 
House veteran that he hopes to 
unseat, one gets the feeling that the 
white-haired resident of Weirsdale, 

a small lakefront community 
about 21 miles southeast of Ocala, 
actually means it when he says he 
wants to clean up the entire rotten 
system, including getting rid of the 
seniority system in Congress.

He makes a valid point. Once 
they're established in the Beltway, 
too many members of Congress Ð 
Democrats and Republicans alike 
Ð forget who they're representing.

After two or three terms, says 
Browning, ªa congressperson will 
lose his or her soul to the special 
interests.º At that point, the special 
interest money  ̄ows in, creating 
a sense of entitlement, while 
enabling the once well-intentioned 

lawmakers to amass huge amounts 
of campaign cash to scare o!  
potential rivals.

It's a corrupt and self-
perpetuating system, he says.

While sti  ̄ing political debate 
and competition, the incumbent 
lawmakers no longer have to scrap 
and ® ght for every vote. Awash in 
campaign cash, they also feel they 
can a! ord to ignore the folks back 
home. In the end, their constituents 
su! er, becoming the ªforgotten 
citizensº in the whole disturbingly 
depraved process.

Stearns is a perfect example. 
Swimming in special interest 
money, the Congressman (next page)

Browning Giving Stearns a Run for His Money
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(continued from page 3)

receipts of $290,500 from political 
action committees during this 
election cycle alone while sitting on a 
colossal $2.6 million war chest.

" at's usually enough to 
discourage a challenger, but every 
now and then somebody like Don 
Browning intrepidly rises to the 
occasion, throwing caution to the 
wind and demanding more from our 
representative democracy.

ªI'm not interested in a career in 
Washington,º he says. ªI want to 
go there and change the way things 
are done. We have to restore trust in 
our institutions. Once the American 
people lose faith in Congress Ð 
the so-called `People's House' Ð 
it's the beginning of the end of the 
country,º he warns. ªWe can't let that 
happen.º

A lifelong Republican, Browning 
isn't exactly a political newcomer. 
He's actually been elected to public 
o#  ce, serving on the Winter Springs 
city council from 1974 to 1976, an 
experience that included a brief 
stint as vice mayor of that Seminole 
County community. He also served 
as the city's ® re commissioner.

Believing that he had 
accomplished what he set out to do, 
Browning didn't run for reelection 
when his term ended. 

ªI wasn't interested in becoming 
a career politician,ª he said, gently 
poking fun at Stearns.

" at's not to say that he hasn't been 
fully engaged in public life. Quite 
the opposite is true. If his resume is 
any indication, he's the epitome of 
a citizen-activist and takes his civic 
duties and responsibilities seriously.

He's been very active, serving 
on the Florida Council for Arts 
and Culture since 2007 and as a 
member of the board of the Marion 
Cultural Alliance, a non-pro® t 
organization that operates the Brick 
City Center for the Arts in Ocala as 
part of its mission to promote and 
support cultural activities in Marion 
County.

A pro-growth environmentalist, 
Browning also served on the Marion 
County Aquifer/Springs Task 
Force where he frequently clashed 
with left-leaning, anti-growth 
environmental groups. A few years 
ago, he was recognized by President 
George W. Bush on Earth Day 
for his contributions to the pro-
development Destination Florida.

He's also a former board member 
and secretary of the Florida Juvenile 
Justice Foundation, a 501(c)(3) non-
pro® t organization, founded in 1994, 
that works closely with troubled 
youth. In that capacity Browning 
worked closely with Walter McNeil, 
a former Tallahassee police chief 
who now serves as Secretary of the 
Florida Department of Corrections.

A Navy veteran and successful 
entrepreneur Ð he was the founder 

and CEO of Browning Forms 
and Systems, a hospital systems 
enterprise Ð and an accomplished 
wildlife photographer whose works 
grace the walls of the governor's 
o#  ce and other parts of the state 
capital building in Tallahassee. 

Browning, an avid sportsman, 
also leads a robust personal life. 
Among other endeavors, he's an 
aerobatic pilot and sailboat-racing 
skipper. He's also a lifelong member 
of the NRA.

Claiming that he ªbleeds red, 
white and blue,º Browning wants 
to stop what he describes as the 
country's ªslide into socialismº Ð 
a trend, he says, that started long 
before the Obama Presidency.

Browning contends that he's the 
true conservative in the race. How 
conservative is he? Well, he colorfully 
describes Gainesville Ð the district's 
Democratic stronghold Ð as the 
ªBerkeley of the East.º

His platform, peppered with 
language re ̄ecting the country's 
growing discontent with politics as 
usual, focuses on three key issues Ð 
reforming Congress by ending ªthe 
archaic seniority system,º creating 
jobs in his recession-ravaged district, 
and reducing the $13.3 trillion 
national debt.

" e most important thing Ð the 
real catalyst for his candidacy, he says 
Ð is to rebuild the trust between 
Congress and the American people 
that has been badly eroded during 
the past few administrations.

Browning is also strongly opposed 
to the Obama Administration's recent 
moratorium on o! shore-drilling, 
a proposal supported by Stearns. 
He also advocates a comprehensive 
energy strategy to help lower the cost 
of energy, especially fossil fuels, while 
making the 6th District a leader in 
alternative fuel development.

He also favors the Fair Tax, a 
proposal that would replace most 
federal income taxes with a national 
sales tax.

" e highly analytical insurgent, 
who has carefully combed through 
his opponent's voting record, 
strongly refutes Stearns' conservative 
credentials, calling into question 
the congressman's relatively high 
ratings from conservative, taxpayer 
organizations such as National 
Taxpayers Union and the Citizens 
Against Government Waste.

ªHe puts his earmark amendments 
in bills that he then votes against, as 
was the case last year with HR 3288 Ð 
a 2010 Transportation, Housing and 
Urban Development appropriations 
bill Ð knowing full well that the 
legislation would be approved by 
the Democratic majority,º asserted 
Browning. Such clever sleight-of-
hand, he said, enables Stearns and 
other GOP lawmakers to retain high 
rankings from conservative groups.

According to LegiStorm, a 
Washington, D.C.-based non-
partisan organization, Stearns 

sponsored 46 earmarks totaling more 
than $85.8 million in ® scal years 
2008-2010.

He also faults the Ocala 
congressman for failing to rise to 
a position of leadership during his 
22 years in the House. ªDespite his 

longevity, he's never held a leadership 
position in the House,º sco! s the 
long-shot candidate.

Moreover, he argues, Stearns 
has become something of a ªposter 
boyº for everything that's wrong in 
lobbyist-dominated Washington. 
ª" e special interests and corporate 
lobbyists get their best bargain out 
of long-term members of Congress 
like Stearns,º says Browning. ª" at`s 
why congressional turnover Ð the 
need for `new blood' Ð is so vitally 
important to our Republic.º

On the campaign trail, the amiable 
and witty challenger promises not to 
exploit his youth against the 69-year-
old Stearns, but he can't always resist. 
ªWe need a younger person in there,º 
he said good-naturedly. Browning 
is 68, only a few months younger 
than the entrenched congressman he 
hopes to replace.

Browning is full of one-liners.
ªStearns started in Washington 

with a briefcase and traded it in for 
suitcase and eventually just moved 
in,º he quipped. " ere's some truth 
to that. After all, his election to 
Congress more than twenty years 
ago was something of a homecoming 
for the Ocala restaurant and motel 
owner, especially given the fact 

that Stearns was born and raised 
in Washington, D.C. He was also 
educated there, earning a degree in 
electrical engineering from George 
Washington University in 1963 Ð 
long before he ever thought about 
venturing to the Sunshine State.

Browning has been highly critical 
of Stearns' noticeable absence from 
the district Ð some constituents 
have referred to him as ªthe 
invisible congressmanº Ð and his 
unwillingness to personally appear at 
candidate forums.

ªHe always uses surrogates, 
usually congressional sta! ers,º 
complains Browning, who recently 
® led a formal complaint with House 
Ethics Committee alleging that 
the longtime congressman was 
using paid congressional sta! ers for 
campaign purposes Ð a possible 
violation of House rules prohibiting 
such activity.

" e highly creative artist-turned-
political insurgent, who's already 
spent $35,000 of his own money on 

his candidacy, is waging a credible 
grassroots campaign Ð a spirited 
e! ort that contrasts sharply to the 
rather uninspiring, run-of-the-mill 
reelection bid being waged by the 
rarely seen eleven-term incumbent.

Browning recently purchased 
an eye-catching 40' x 64' digital 
billboard at the heavily-traveled 
intersection of U.S. Highways 17 and 
441 in downtown Ocala. He's also 
been sending out 100,000 e-mails 
every week for the past month and 
has distributed an estimated 20,000 
to 25,000 pieces of literature.

His yard signs are also beginning 
to dot the district's landscape and 
he plans to start airing radio spots 
on selected AM and FM stations 
throughout the district in the next 
few weeks.

Asked if he really expects to defeat 
Stearns in the August 24 primary, 
Browning sounded surprisingly 
con® dent. 

ªI have a feeling Rip Van Winkle 
is about to awaken from his slumber,º 
he said grinningly as he hammered 
another large Browning-for-
Congress sign into the ground.
----------------------------
   (Darcy Richardson is a Jacksonville-
based author, historian and co-founder 
of UncoveredPolitics.com.   He has 
authored ® ve books on American 
political history.)

 

Browning with members of his campaign team posing in front of the red pick-up truck he drives around the district

First Serious Challenge in 20 Years Takes Shape

ªDespite his longevity, he's never held 
a leadership position in the House,º 

sco! s the long-shot candidate.
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       by Darcy G. Richardson

Twenty-® ve years ago, near the 
end of his 12-year reign as mayor 
of Miami, Maurice Ferre compared 
himself to a surfer, a politician skilled 
enough to navigate a continually 
shifting wave. 

ªYou've got to shift your weight at 
the right time or you get wiped out,º 
he said back then.

Vastly outspent and trailing badly 
in the polls, the  ̄amboyant 75-year-
old former mayor is now ® nding the 
mere act of standing up on the board 
and paddling against his two major 
rivals in his bid for the Democratic 
nomination for the U.S. Senate the 
trickiest part of all.

From the time he declared his 
candidacy last October, it seemed 
like a monster wave would knock 
him o!  his board and out of the race 
at any moment.

But the longest-serving mayor 
in Miami history is still standing, 
paddling ferociously in an attempt to 
be taken seriously and turn the hotly-
contested battle between billionaire 
Je!  Greene and U.S. Rep. Kendrick 
Meek into a genuine three-way race.

When the uninspiring Meek, 
who inherited his congressional seat 
from his 76-year-old mother, Carrie 
Meek, a ® ve-term congresswoman 
and granddaughter of a slave who 
waited until almost the last minute 
to announce her retirement in 2002 
Ð leaving aspiring Democrats in her 
district precious little time to get into 
the race Ð was expected to waltz to 
his party's nomination, the former 
mayor of Miami was the only person 
who initially stepped forward to give 
Florida Democrats a choice in the 
August 24 U.S. Senate primary.

ªAs far as I am concerned, this is a 
wide open race,ª Ferre told the Miami 
Herald shortly before announcing his 
candidacy.

In jumping into the race, Ferre 
intimated that Meek, bereft of new 
ideas, was too liberal for Florida 
and would have limited appeal in a 
general election. 

Relying heavily on his appeal in 
the state's fast-growing Hispanic 
community, the Puerto Rican-born 
Ferre said that it was time for new 
and bold leadership in Washington. 
ªIt's Time To Be Bold,º screamed the 

banner on his campaign web site.
ªFlorida is in trouble, and we 

are not getting our fair share from 
Washington,º he said in a news 
release announcing his candidacy. 
ªAlthough Gov. Crist embraced 
President Obama's stimulus package, 
Florida is dead last in the allocation 
of stimulus funds, receiving only 
about $610 per person,º he said. ª" at 
is outrageous and unacceptable.º

He knows it won't be easy, but he 
says he's up to the challenge.

ªI have led during moments of 
turmoil before and I am ready to 
be the strong voice for Florida in 
Washington to pull us out of the 
crisis that we are living right now,º 
said Ferre. 

His rocky tenure as mayor of 
Miami certainly experienced its 
share of challenges and adversity, 
including thousands of refugees 
from the Mariel boatlift Ð half of 
whom decided to permanently reside 
in Miami.  And then there was the 
infamous Liberty City riots that left 
eighteen people dead.  It was one of 
the most tumultuous periods in the 
city's history.

ªMaurice Ferre was a great mayor 
who governed during a very di#  cult 
period in the late `70s and early `80s,º 
said gubernatorial candidate Farid 
Khavari, a longtime resident of the 
city. ªHe's clearly the best Democrat 
in the race and he's running for all 
of the right reasons Ð to share his 
experience and wisdom while leaving 
a positive and lasting legacy. " e 
Democrats should rally around his 
candidacy.º

Meek, who enjoys the support 
of most of the Florida and national 
Democratic establishment, had 
already raised more than $1.5 
million by the time Ferre entered 
the contest and Ð aided immensely 
by the fundraising e! orts of former 
President Bill Clinton Ð more 
than doubled that amount shortly 
thereafter, amassing $3.4 million by 
the end of 2009.

While struggling to raise 
$150,000 Ð mostly from friends and 
supporters in Orlando and Puerto 
Rico Ð during the ® rst six months 
following his declaration of candidacy 
last October, Ferre still lags far 
behind Rep. Meek in fundraising, 
but now also has to contend with the 

deep pockets of Je!  Greene, the West 
Palm Beach ªmeltdown mogulº who 
made a fortune betting against the 
sub-prime real estate market and who 
once ran for Congress in California 
as a Republican.

Greene, who's running in a state 
among the hardest hit by mortgage 
foreclosures Ð the very thing he was 
betting would happen to middle-
class homeowners Ð has reportedly 
spent millions saturating Florida's 
airwaves with radio and television 
spots.

According to Politico, the cash-
soaked real estate executive, who 
didn't o#  cially enter race until late 
April, has already spent millions 
of his own money in his bid for the 
Democratic nomination.

While the Meek-Greene contest 
receives the lion's share of attention 
in the Democratic primary, Maurice 
Ferre continues sur® ng out of the 
limelight, ignored almost entirely by 
a media which barely acknowledges 
his candidacy.

Even his principled opposition to 
President Obama's troop escalation 
in Afghanistan Ð an issue that 
clearly sets him apart from every 
other major candidate in the race Ð 
has gone largely unreported.

Not surprisingly, the longtime 
Miami mayor was excluded from all 
of the televised debates.

" at's really a shame since neither 
Greene nor Meek possesses Ferre's 
unique understanding of history or 
his almost encyclopedic grasp of the 
issues, especially his ability to rattle 
o!  relevant statistics. 

Fascinated by numbers, it's not 
unusual for the ex-mayor to launch 
into an issue Ð any issue Ð with a 
dizzying array of statistics. It's an old 
trademark dating back to his days as 
mayor.

ªI don't know why, but all my 
life, I always count,º he once told a 
reporter. ªEvery time we go to New 
York to the theater, I count people 
in the theater. " at's just the way my 
mind is.º

" ough a self-described political 
centrist Ð one who can appeal to a 
cross-section of Floridians Ð Ferre 
believes the country has shifted too 
far in one direction.

ªWe've had a slide going on for 
the last 30 years led by Republican 

ideology,º he recently told a meeting 
of the Palm Bay Democratic Club. 
ªIf we do not have a strong candidate 
in November then a lot of people 
will end up voting for Charlie Crist, 
and he will end up voting with 
Republicans.º

Neither Greene or Meek can win 
in November, argued Ferre.

" e problem in Washington, 
contends the former six-term mayor, 
isn't one of too much government, 
but rather one of poor, ine! ective 
government.

It's hard to argue with him. 
Many people on the Gulf Coast 
and elsewhere would probably agree 
that the federal government has 
been rendered largely ine! ective, 
as painfully evidenced by its tepid 
response in the wake of the disastrous 
Deepwater Horizon oil spill in the 
Gulf.

ªAs I watch the Gulf oil spill 
unfold and descend upon our 
beautiful Florida beaches, I think 
seriously about Florida's future and 
that of the United States,º wrote 
Ferre in a recent e-mail to supporters 
explaining that he is strongly opposed 
to o! shore drilling while promising 
to ® ght in the U.S. Senate against 
lifting the 125-mile federal ban on 

drilling in the Gulf of Mexico.
ªWe recognize that this is an 

opportunity for our country to 
embrace bold solutions and vigorously 
create an energy policy that provides 
the foundation of a new economy,º 
he said.

Dubbed the ªMayor of the Miami 
skylineº for his role in elevating his 
city to international prominence 
as a result of Miami's downtown 
development boom of the 1980s, 
Ferre has polled in low single-digits 
in every poll thus far.  

However, some polls suggest that 
forty percent of Florida Democrats 
remain undecided about the U.S. 
Senate contest and sixty percent say 
they could still change their minds.

" at's enough for a self-described 
ªsurferº like Ferre, a political survivor 
whose quick reactions and sense of 
balance have enabled him to avoid 
a wipeout in what others were quick 
to dismiss as a hopeless undertaking. 
It also gives him plenty of hope that 
he might yet be able to ® nd the one 
big wave he could ride to victory on 
August 24.

If and when a wave breaks, one 
gets the feeling Maurice Ferre, 
carefully shifting his feet on the 
board, will be ready.

Time to Be Bold: Maurice Ferre's Longshot Bid 

Ferre Speaking to Supporter at an event on Amelia Island

             Morning in America
                           A Blog by Jim Davis @ JaxObserver.com
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The Jacksonville
Young Republicans

Leading The Charge... Named ªLarge Club of the Yearº 
by the National Young Republican Federation

Get Involved... Regular Monthly Meetings, Plus 
Political Events and Community Service Projects

Find Out More... We're on Facebook!

OUR PICKS: Greene, Thrasher
We strongly encourage 

everyone who plans to vote 
in the August 24 primary to 
do their own research and 
make up their own mind 
about which candidate best 
represents their views.

Having said that, here are 
our thoughts on a few of the 
key races that will be on the 
ballot this time around.

U.S. SENATE, DEMOCRAT: 
Kendrick Meek is entirely 

un" t to sit in the United 
States Senate.  He is simply 
an empty-suit creation of his 
mother, former South Florida 
Congresswoman Carrie  Meek, 
who arranged to make sure 
that her son would take over 
her seat when she decided to 
retire in 2002.  

Most troubling are Meek's 
ties to developer Dennis 
Stackhouse, who is now 
awaiting trial for grand theft 
and organizing a scheme to 
defraud. Meek earmarked 
over a million dollars for  
Stackhouse's development 
project and requested an 
additional $4 million in 
earmarks for him, which were 
never awarded.

At the same time,  
Stackhouse employed  Meek's 
mother as a consultant paying 
her $90,000, giving her the 

free use of a leased Cadillac 
Escalade and donating the 
use of a 2,600 square foot 
o#  ce for her foundation.

The list of Meek's ethics 
issues goes on and on.

Meek's top rival for the 
nomination, Billionaire real 
estate developer Je%  Greene, 
is far from perfect. 

He invested millions of 
dollars betting that the 
housing  market would fall, 
and once it did, made $800 
million while many Americans 
were facing foreclosure.

Greene's personal life is 
also rather colorful, including 
ties to Mike Tyson and the 
incident in which his super-
yacht dropped anchor on an 
environmentally sensitive 
coral reef o%  the coast 
of Belize, causing major 
damage.

The third major candidate 
in the race, former Miami 
Mayor Maurice Ferre, is 
actually the far superior 
choice.  Yet his underfunded 
campaign has failed to catch 
" re in any meaningful way.

The candidates essentially 
agree on all the major issues, 
but because he's spending his 
personal resources to fund his 
campaign, Greene won't owe 
anyone any favors.

We endorse both Greene 

and Ferre.  Greene for those 
who plan to vote for someone 
who might actually win and 
Ferre for those looking to 
support the ªmost quali" ed 
candidateº regardless of their 
electability.

U.S. HOUSE, DISTRICT 3: 
Congresswoman Corrine 

Brown is seeking yet another 
term in her gerrymandered 
district. 

On the Democratic side, 
attorney Scott Fortune 
is running an active, but 
underfunded campaign.  
Making matters worse, he 
doesn't even live in the district 
he's seeking to represent.  

Also living outside the 
district are Republicans 
Mike Yost and Dean Black, 
both of whom would make 
excellent candidates for the 
legislature or city council in a  
future race.  Candidate Chris 
Nwasike lives in the district, 
but he speaks only in tightly 
controlled soundbites and 
there are some serious ethical 
questions surrounding his 
handling of funds from a non-
pro" t organization he helped 
to create.

Congresswoman Corrine 
Brown is well known as 
an embarrassment to the 
state of Florida. But it seems 

exceptionally unlikely that 
any candidate will be able to 
defeat her this year.  

We recommend voting for 
anyone other than Brown, 
but decline to endorse any 
speci" c candidate.  

U.S. HOUSE, DISTRICT 6: 
Congressman Cli%  Stearns 

is a reliable conservative vote 
for the Republicans, but he's 
been in o#  ce for more than 
20 years.  During that time he's 
failed to take on a signi" cant 
leadership role.  Congressman 
Ander Crenshaw has climbed 
much higher in far fewer 
terms than Stearns has.

When he was " rst elected, 
Stearns pledged to serve only 
six terms.  He's now seeking 
his twelfth term in o#  ce.

For the " rst time in two 
decades, Stearns is facing 
a serious challenger in the 
Republican primary. 

Tea Party activist Don 
Browning served a short 
stint on the Winter Park City 
Council some years ago.  

Browning is campaigning 
hard, but unfortunately, 
the Congressman refuses 
to debate him, sending 
paid Congressional sta% ers 
to attend all of the various 
candidate forums.

A little fresh blood is good 

now and then.  We endorse 
Don Browning for U.S. House 
of Representatives.

STATE SENATE, DISTRICT 8:
Senator John Thrasher 

knows how to get things done 
in Tallahassee.  He's likely in 
line to be Senate President at 
some point in the future, and 
that would be important for 
North Florida.

This year he's being 
challenged by political 
newcomer Charles Perniciaro, 
a Beaches dermatologist.

We commend Perniciaro 
for taking on the big task, 
and it is shameful how some 
supposedly independent 527 
organizations have dragged 
his name through the mud.

Perniciaro was a registered  
Democrat who donated only 
to Republicans, Thrasher is a 
Republican who donates to 
people in both parties.  

Ultimately, while Thrasher 
is far from perfect, he works 
hard and gets results.

Either man would 
represent the district well, 
but Thrasher's ability to climb 
into meaningful leadership 
roles makes him the better 
choice.

(See page 9 for our 
endorsement in the 
governor's race.)
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          Our Schools
             Deserve...

          - Accountability
            - Accessibility 
              - Control

Vote Steve Berrey for School Board on August 24th!
 
  Steve Berrey is a small business owner,
  a fiscal conservative, a family man and the
  husband of  a dedicated teacher!

  STEVE BERREY’S FOUR-POINT PLAN:  

     1. Put teachers in charge of their classrooms.
     2. Enforce student discipline. 
     3. Eliminate the bureaucracy. 
     4. Improve the graduation rate. 

      Learn More at SaveOurChildrensFuture.com!
Pd Pol Adv, Steve Berrey for Duval School Board, District 6

Mary Elizabeth Says `Goodbye' to Jacksonville

by Mary Elizabeth Robertson

My lease on the  ̄oor of my sister's 
one bedroom apartment is up.

I have packed my car, folded up 
my air mattress and removed the last 
of my belongings from the closet I 
was given.

I spent two months and a few days 
in Jacksonville. I went new places 
and ate new foods. I worked out in 
ways I had never sweated before. But 
all-in-all I had fun.

My arrival in Jacksonville was 
marked by storms. I was not prepared 

for rain every day. Not a long storm, 
like the summer storms I am familiar 
with at home, but a quick rain, 
thunder and lightening showÐjust 
enough to spice up the day, and 
make me carry my raincoat in my car 
everywhere I went.

I lived the dream summer of a 
college student, every night blowing 
up an air mattress and folding it up 
every morning. I sat out in the Florida 
sunshine and am happy to say I am 
departing with the darkest tan I ever 
have received from the sun.

I biked to the beach every 
afternoon. At home, such a trip is 
carefully planned and executed, and 
gas mileage and hotel prices are split 
between friends. Here, I got some 
much needed exercise and relaxation 
as I rode only blocks away to the 
nearest public beach access.

Salmon, crab legs and shrimp 
became a regular part of my diet, 
instead of a special meal from the 
Red Lobster. I ® nally made it to 
Chowder Ted's. I was most impressed 
with the pot of chowder-served in an 

actual pot. " at, the ® sh sandwich, 
and the company of Chowder Ted's 
employees made for a delicious meal.

I learned a new dance to make 
my parents proud, shagging-ironic, 
right? I perfected my kayaking and 
river  ̄oating capabilities, and am 
fully prepared to take my polished 
practice for a spin on the New River, 
or the U.S. National Whitewater 
Center.

Bonding over ªSex and the City 
2,º or ª" e Bachelorette,º I met some 
amazing women who joined me for 
a birthday celebration at Salt Life 
Restaurant, moving to " e Brix for 
the after party.

After watching the Jacksonville 
Suns play a game, I was inspired to 
take my new found love for the game 
on the road. I ventured to Atlanta to 
watch and enjoy a Braves game. If 
the Carolina Speed ever comes back 
to Charlotte, I will be making an 
appearance in the audience.

I went to the zoo, where I was 
convinced I saw some of my relatives 
behind the cages. " e penguins in 

a warm environment shocked me at 
® rst, but I surprised myself at the 
ability to learn something new at a 
trip to the zoo at the age of 21.

I still Facebook just as much as I 
did at the start of the summer, but my 
status updates are ® lled with links to 
my columns and clues as to what I am 
doing, much cooler than my peers. 
I am scared about having to start a 
new semester and the imminent cold 
waiting for me back at Appalachian 
State University.

I'll miss the 
fabulous lifestyle 
I have come to 
love the past 
two months. In 
Florida, everyone 
seems to enjoy 
life, and everyone 
completes their 
wardrobe with a 
smile.

While I am 
going to take 
the skills I have 
developed while 

here (particularly kickboxing and 
my stint as a golfer) home with me, I 
will take the memories of a fabulous, 
unforgettable summer.

So thank you, Jacksonville. You 
provided me with the best summer 
I've had yet.  " ank you for welcoming 
me into your restaurants and into 
your venues. I hope you enjoyed this 
journey as much as I did.

(If you missed any of Mary Elizabeth's 
columns, visit JaxObserver.com to ® nd the 
full archive!)



EVENING of HOPE

Thursday, August 26, 2010 • Times-Union Center for the Performing Arts   
300 West Water Street • Jacksonville • 6:00 p.m.

Tickets available at www.ticketmaster.co m

$50 General  
Admission

$100 Patron 

Sarah PalinSarah Palin Sharon WilburSharon Wilbur John ThrasherJohn Thrasher

For Sponsorships  
& Group Discounts

407-257-5119 

 JaxEvent@heroic  
media.org

ONE AMAZING NIGHT...
Opening the event is Sharon Wilbur, a contemporary Christian singer and a •inalist 

on American Idol.  Our Keynote Speaker is former Alaska Governor Sarah Palin.  In 2008, 
Senator John McCain tapped Palin to serve as his vice-presidential running mate.  She is also 

the author of “Going Rogue: An American Life,” a hugely successful best-seller.

SUPPORT LIFE...
This event is organized by Heroic Media, a faith-based non-pro•it that places 

advertisements to help women who are facing unexpected pregnancies.  Our outreach 
e! orts provide help line numbers that connect women with pregnancy resource centers.

Please Join Us For...

HEROIC MEDIA’S
EVENING of HOPE

GET YOUR TICKETS TODAY!
ONLY AT TICKETMASTER.COM
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FOR GOVERNOR: Bill McCollum
The sad truth is that the Republican 

gubernatorial primary has been painful 
to watch.

Conservative activist and multi-
millionaire Rick Scott entered this 
race with little name recognition, but 
with massive " nancial resources.  His 
television ad blitz rocketed him into 
contention, and eventually the lead. 

In their advertising, the Scott 
campaign pulled no punches.  
They painted Attorney General Bill 
McCollum as a career politician who 
has  made the majority of his living 
o%  the public dime, as a Congressman 
for two decades and now as Attorney 
General.  And they were correct.

Scott's ads were occasionally 
misleading, particularly as they 
attempted to paint McCollum as soft 
on illegal immigration.  He's not.  

Returning " re, the McCollum 
campaign has practiced scorched    
earth politics with whatever money 
they could muster.  The use of  

ªindependentº 527 groups and 
Republican Party of Florida resources 
has helped fuel a resurgence for 
McCollum.

 The charges that Scott's former 
company, Columbia/HCA, defrauded 
taxpayers are very much grounded 
in reality.  While claims that Scott 
ªpersonally pro" ted from abortionsº 
are misleading and embarrassing.

Scott's own background as the head 
of hospital chain Columbia/HCA raises 
serious ethical questions.  But more 
serious in our view was the candidate's 
refusal to engage McCollum in a true 
statewide debate.

Are these two men the best choice 
that the Republican Party has to o% er 
voters?  Probably not.

The root of that problem goes back 
to early 2009, when then-Republican 
Governor Charlie Crist announced 
he was running for U.S. Senate.  That 
decision set o%  a chain reaction of 
candidates scrambling up the ladder.  

Just as quickly, Jim Greer and the 
Republican Party of Florida attempted 
to step in and close down the 
primary system.  They unsuccessfully 
pressured Marco Rubio to get out 
of the Senate race, talked Charles 
Bronson out of running for Governor 
and generally attempted to shut the 
door on contested primaries as a way 
to conserve resources for the general 
election.

State Senator Paula Dockery was 
the " rst candidate to buck Greer and 
attempt to challenge McCollum, but 
her campaign found fundraising to 
be nearly impossible when the party's 

leadership had already decided who 
they would support.  

Rick Scott was one of the few people 
who could actually mount a challenge 
to McCollum, because he's paying his 
own way.

Whichever way this race goes, 
Republicans will need to rally around 
the winner of the primary in a big 
way.  Either of these men would be 
vastly better for our state than likely 
Democratic nominee Alex Sink.

Rick Scott's inability to speak in 
anything but scripted sound bites has 
worn thin.

Bill McCollum has a long record as 
a capable public servant.  He's right 
on the issues that matter and voters 
actually know who they're voting for.   

He may not be exciting or a 
particularly visionary " gure, but 
he's clearly the safest choice for 
Republicans, and likely has the best 
chance of defeating Sink in November.

We endorse Bill McCollum.

ªAre these two men the best 
choices that the Republican 

Party has to o! er voters?  
Probably not.º

AUGUST ONLY: 10% Sale on Rooms with Glass Roofs

  Stay COOL “Outside”"        

IT’S OUTDOOR LIVING, INDOORS... THE “GREEN” ALTERNATIVE
 COMMERCIAL -- RESIDENTIAL
 Designed to resist the harsh Florida sun and wind!!!
  - Sunrooms     - Conservatories
  - Lanai Enclosures    - Windows
  - Doors      - Home Remodeling

The Smartest Call You'll Make All Summer:  (904) 347-5780
Learn More at: myFLsunroom.com

Distinct Design, Inc.
Florida License CBC 1251638

With Four Seasons Sunrooms exclusive...
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In an unconventional political 
season in Florida, Democratic U.S. 
Senate candidate Je!  Greene is about 
as unconventional as a candidate can 
get.

Greene, a multi-millionaire who 
is largely self-® nancing his campaign 
and has pulled nearly even with 
establishment favorite Kendrick 
Meek, has never held elected o#  ce. 

He also has a reputation for excess 
± the best man at his wedding was 
Mike Tyson and Greene and Meek 
have di! ering interpretations of a 
2007 yacht trip to Cuba ± Greene said 
it was a missionary trip, Meek says it 
was a debauchery-® lled dalliance.

" ere is little doubt, however, 
that Greene's last minute entry in 
the Democratic primary on the last 
day of qualifying this spring has 
fundamentally altered the already 
unpredictable U.S. Senate race. 
His opponent, a long-time Miami 
Congressman, has been campaigning 
since January 2009, but with voters 
beginning to cast ballots, it's Greene 
who has quickly appeared in polls to 
have tied the race, with the help of 
$6 million in television commercials 
purchased out of pocket.

" e political establishment may 
be surprised, but Greene told the 
News Service of Florida last month 
that he is not.

ªI'm humbled by the response I've 
received from people all over Florida 

- the e-mails, the phone calls, the 
thousands of volunteers,º he said. 

ªI'm not surprised because I think 
that my message, which is o! ering a 
clear choice between (himeself and) 
career politicians who in my mind 
are in the pockets of all these special 
interest groups who have failed us. 
" ere's three of them, Kendrick 
Meek, Marco Rubio and Charlie 
Crist. " ey're all career politicians. 
" ey all accept special interest money. 
I'm an alternative, I'm a job creator, a 
self-made man who gets results and 
puts the people of Florida ® rst.º

Bypassing the traditional party 
fundraising circuit meant Greene, 
a ® rst time candidate who is also a 
relatively new resident of the state, 
spent little time getting to know the 
leaders of the Democratic Party, who 
largely support Meek. 

Since entering the race, Greene 
has only raised $3,036 from donors, 
which a spokesman said were 
unsolicited contributions.

Similar to Naples businessman 
Rick Scott, who has spent ® ve 
times as much as Greene on the 
gubernatorial race, Greene's free-
spending campaign strategy has 
led to charges from Meek that he is 
trying to buy the Senate seat. 

Greene says that being a self-
® nanced candidate frees him from 
being beholden to contributors and 
the special interests who normally 

® nance statewide races.

WHY IS HE RUNNING?
ªI think that people are just so fed 

up and frustrated with what's going 
on in Washington with these career 
politicians. " e unemployment 
rate in Florida still sits around 
12 percent, we've got the worse 
environmental disaster in our history 
in Gulf, people don't feel safe with 
threats from abroad. " e message 
to me is they want somebody new 
with fresh ideas who is not going to 
be accepting special interest money. 
I'm not going to accept a donation 
over $100 from anyone. I'm putting 
my own resources into getting my 
message out.º

WHY HAS THE CAMPAIGN 
BEEN SO NEGATIVE?

ªI would have preferred if we 
would be a little more positive against 
my opponent, Kendrick Meek, but 
what I can say? I think there's a very 
clear distinction between the two of 
us. We could have just spoken about 
the issues, but unfortunately he came 
out swinging at me on the ® rst day, 
attacking me on all kinds of silly 
things. It's unfortunate that those 
aspects of the campaign come up, 
but I think in general, the tone of the 
campaign is a choice between success 
and failure. A successful business man 
who's created jobs and gotten results 

and a career politician who just has 
a pattern of failure. Since Kendrick 
Meek has been in Washington the 
last eight years, we've lost 650,000 
jobs in Florida. Do we need more the 
same? I think the people of Florida 
are saying no.º

IS IT TALLAHASSEE OR 
WASHINGTON, D.C. THAT'S 
TO BLAME FOR FLORIDA'S 
PROBLEMS?

ªEveryone knows that since 
Charlie Crist has been elected, the 
unemployment rate has gone from 

3.3 percent to 12 percent. In most 
businesses, that doesn't warrant a 
promotion. In most businesses, those 
kinds of results warrant getting ® red. 
I think that Charlie Crist needs to 
be ® red. Maybe he needs to apply 
for one of those few jobs that are 
available. As far as I'm concerned, 
since he's been governor, this state's 
gone straight down hill in every 
which way. I can't believe he has the 
nerve to run for o#  ce.º

LEARN MORE:
www.Je! Greene.com

Meet " e Candidate: Je!  Greene for Senate

Meet " e Candidate: Kendrick Meek for Senate

" is is not the U.S. Senate race 
that Democrat Kendrick Meek 
joined way back in January 2009.

He locked up the support 
of the state and national party 
establishments early and quali® ed for 
o#  ce by petition, quietly building a 
statewide ground operation for the 
fall campaign.

But a wealthy real estate mogul 
with a checkered past, Je!  Greene, 
entered the Democratic primary on 
the last day of qualifying this year, 
and quickly began  ̄ooding the 
airwaves with television commercials, 

pushing Meek even further o!  the 
political radar.

Further complicating matters for 
Meek, who may have presumed he 
would face a weakened Republican in 
the fall after former House Speaker 
Marco Rubio and Gov. Charlie Crist 
® nished their battle, Crist bolted the 
GOP to run an as independent ± and 
began actively courting Democrats. 
Now Meek not only had Greene 
trying to take votes from him, but 
Crist too.

Meek found himself campaigning 
hard for endorsements that have gone 

to Democrats for years, such as the 
state's largest labor group, the AFL-
CIO. Another union, the state's 
teachers union, couldn't ignore Crist's 
veto of a controversial teacher pay bill 
that was the ® nal straw in his ® ssure 
with the state Republican Party. 
" e Florida Education Association 
endorsed both Meek and Crist.

Meek says he is embracing the 
underdog role.

ªI'm the David in this race,º he told 
reporters after debating Greene in 
Orlando. ªI don't have the resources 
that Mr. Greene has, but those that I 
do have, I'm going to utilize to make 
sure that I get elected.º

ªI know we're going to win the 
general election after we win the 
primary because we'll have the only 
machine in the country that will 
have beaten a billionaire at his own 
game,º Meek added during a speech 
to the Lakeland chapter of the Union 
of Food and Commercial Workers 
this week. ª" ere's a message in all 
of this.º

WHY IS HE RUNNING?
ªI know that I'm the best person 

to move forward as the nominee. I 
look forward to continue to stay on 
my bus tour, riding through the state 
of Florida, listening to them. " at's 
the reason why I'm on the road. " at's 

the reason I quali® ed by petition, to 
continue to listen to local leaders. I 
hope that Floridians who are out of 
work right now (see) that I will be 
the best representative to represent 
all Floridians in the general election 
and as a United States senator.º

WHY HAS THE CAMPAIGN 
BEEN SO NEGATIVE?

ªFor someone such as myself 
to wake up every morning to hear 
something that's untrue about my 
character and about my family's 
character is very painful. What I'm 
hearing from a number of Floridians 
is that they're very disappointed in 
the discourse that is taking place, 
but I must defend myself because 
allegations are being made that are 
found untrue. He was questioned 
on corruption; he's de® ning who's 
corrupt and who's not, when Mr. 
Greene is on the front page of every 
paper in the state of Florida.º

WHY IS THE RACE IS SO 
CLOSE AT THIS POINT?

ªIf I had $18 million to $20 million 
to invest in the race, I believe I'd be 
far ahead. But because Mr. Greene 
is dropping mail in mailboxes every 
other day, some Floridians don't know 
what to believe. We obviously have 
limited resources in our campaign. 

We're counting on our grassroots 
volunteers and also the commercials 
that we can run on television to help 
convince voters that I'm the right 
person. I believe they know that I'm 
the right person; they know that I 
would be the best nominee in the 
general election and they know that 
I would be the best senator. I think 
as time moves on Floridians will 
embrace the leadership that I've 
provided.º

WHAT WE CAN EXPECT 
THE GENERAL ELECTION 
WILL BE LIKE IF HE WINS¼

ªIn the general election, I stand 
on the platform of being the only 
candidate that was against o! shore oil 
drilling before and after the BP spill. 
I'll be the only pro-choice candidate 
in the general election. I'll be the only 
candidate that has a long track record 
of being against the privatization of 
social security. And even now today, 
I am the only candidate of the four 
major candidates running for the 
United States Senate, including my 
primary opponent, that hasn't run as 
a Republican in the past.º

LEARN MORE:
www.KendrickMeek.com



Page 11The Jacksonville Observer

" is was supposed to be a good 
year for Bill McCollum, the year he 
could parlay three decades of being 
a Republican stalwart with a serious 
policy focus into the top government 
job in the state, a career-culminating 
post he's clearly been aiming toward.

McCollum made the right 
moves through the years, building a 
conservative resume in two decades 
in Congress, where he was known as 
one of the most visible and articulate 
Republicans in the House. He was 
heavily involved in most of the high 
pro® le issues of the 1980s and `90s. 
He was deep in the weeds on policy 
± taking on not-so-sexy arcania 
like Savings and Loan and banking 
laws long before that was the topic 
it is today, and, in the words of the 
Almanac of American Politics, ªon 
all these unfashionable controversies, 
McCollum showed attention to detail 
and bulldog perseverance.º

But he was involved in the sexy 
issues of the times as well, in a 
® gurative sense, as when he led the 
® ght against the Brady handgun 
bill, served on the Iran-Contra 
committee and fought against higher 
immigration quotas. And he got 
in on sexy issues in a more literal 
sense when he took on the role he 
was perhaps best remembered for 
in Congress, as a manager of the 
Clinton impeachment in the Monica 
Lewinksy scandal.

" en after leaving Congress 
he paid some more dues, running 
twice for the U.S. Senate and losing 
both times, in 2000 to Democrat 
Bill Nelson and in 2004 in his own 
party's primary to Mel Martinez.

As 2010 started, with Gov. 
Charlie Crist having decided not 
to run for re-election, McCollum 
looked poised to walk to the GOP 
nomination with no opposition and 
then be at least an even shot to win 
the governorship.

But Rick Scott entered the 
Republican race earlier this year 
and now McCollum ® nds himself 
heading into the home stretch of 
the primary as an underdog to 
an outsider millionaire whose six 
months in politics contrast sharply 
with McCollum's 30 years.

Bookish-looking and certainly 
not known for good sound bites, 
McCollum has never been a 
particularly TV-friendly candidate. 
His answers to questions are nuanced, 
and while most politicians try to 
address issues in black and white, 
simplistic terms, McCollum tries to 
acknowledge the gray in many policy 
issues.

Consider his explanation of his 
position on whether gays should be 
foster parents. McCollum said he 
personally thinks children should be 
raised by a man and a woman. But he 
noted that there's a court considering 

whether gays should be able to adopt, 
and whatever that court decides about 
gay couples should also go for foster 
parents in the interest of consistency. 
Well-reasoned, perhaps, but not 
exactly red meat for conservatives or 
an easy bite for the six o'clock news.

His more cerebral nature has 
made McCollum sound like he has 
di! ering positions ± which Scott has 
exploited. McCollum has tried to 
boost his conservative credentials in 
recent weeks, taking the strong stance 
against adoption by gay couples and 
foster parenting by gays. He's also 
tried to highlight his anti-Obama 
credentials, reminding voters that he 
is suing the federal government to try 
to block the federal health care law.

On the issues, McCollum and 
Scott agree in most areas.

Immigration:  ªWhat Arizona 
has is a mandate that says when 
you're stopped detained or arrested, 
police o#  cers shall check to see if 
you're legal or illegal. I favor that 
law for Florida. I favor the Arizona 
immigration law. Now, did I support 
it the ® rst week it was out there? No 
because it had the possibility of racial 
pro® ling. One week later Arizona 
amended that law. And I strongly 
supported it since then.º

Taxation: McCollum has 
proposed a freeze on millage rates 
at the local level, which would keep 
property taxes where they are at 

2010 levels for two years. He's also 
proposed to cap local government 
spending. 

While not completely  ̄eshed 
out, McCollum has also proposed 
to reduce corporate income taxes 
and provide tax exemptions for 
certain high-tech, manufacturing 
and infrastructure businesses.  
McCollum denies a charge by Scott 
that he's voted for a long list of tax 
increases, and McCollum's assertion 
is bolstered by PolitiFact which 
found Scott's counting suspect. But 
McCollum has acknowledged that 
his vote in favor of President Reagan's 
1982 tax increase, supported by the 
other three Florida Republicans in 
Congress at the time as well, was a 
mistake he regrets.

Health care: McCollum opposes 
the federal health care law and is 
leading a court ® ght to try to have it 
declared unconstitutional.

Education: McCollum says he 
supports merit pay for teachers, 
would phase out tenure and increase 
standards by which students are 
measured, but doesn't say in his 
education plan how merit pay would 
be determined. He also supports 
Amendment 8, which would give 
school systems  ̄exibility in how 
they count class sizes. He also has 
proposed to link higher education 
funding to graduation rates.

LEARN MORE:
www.BillMcCollum.com

Meet " e Candidate: Bill McCollum for Governor

Meet " e Candidate: Rick Scott for Governor

In a recent gubernatorial debate, 
Republican candidate Bill McCollum 
summed up what many GOP voters 
in Florida have been thinking.

ªWho are you?º McCollum asked 
his rival.

Yes, who is Rick Scott, and why 
has he spent $25 million of his 
own money to try to get elected 
governor?

Well, that's hard to say.
Scott, a former health care 

executive who lives in Naples, has 
run largely on just a few issues, and 
one of the themes of his upstart 
campaign has been that he's the 

man for the job precisely because he 
is an outsider. Government hasn't 
worked, Scott says in one of his ads 
and he repeats on the stump. So why 
continue to reward people who have 
been in government for years like 
McCollum?

" e main policy issue that 
Scott focuses on is jobs. With 
unemployment hovering around 
11 percent, Scott has said several 
times that he's the best man to be 
governor because of his private sector 
experience creating jobs. In addition 
to building a national hospital 
chain, Columbia/HCA, he has 

started other companies, including 
a Jacksonville-based clinic company 
called Solantic.

ªTaxpayers need a businessman 
who knows how to create jobs, cut 
costs and balance budgets,º Scott 
says in his campaign literature.

ªAre you going to elect somebody 
that's never created a private sector 
job?º he asks voters.

Scott ± who had never worked 
in health care before building 
Columbia/HCA from the ground 
up with partner Richard Rainwater 
in the late 1980s ± had gone from 
running a chain of donut shops in 
college to a man in his early 40s 
running more than 200 hospitals that 
employed more than 150,000 people. 
He'd built his personal wealth to over 
a quarter of a billion dollars.

But Scott has been dogged by 
questions about that very private 
sector background.

Columbia/HCA was investigated 
for Medicare and Medicaid fraud.  
Scott was never charged with any 
wrongdoing and resigned from the 
company. His critics say he was 
forced to resign, though Scott refuses 
to discuss in detail how his exit from 
the company went down. News 
reports at the time indicated he was 
forced out in a disagreement with 
the company's board over whether 

to ® ght the charges or simply settle. 
He got an undisclosed severance 
package.

Scott has addressed the issue up 
to a point, answering questions of 
reporters and hitting the issue in 
commercials and in a debate. He 
generally takes some responsibility, 
though he has refused to discuss the 
matter in much detail.

ª" at company was a great 
company ± we could have done things 
better,º Scott said. ªWe should have 
had more veri® cation¼ that's a 
lesson I'll bring to the table.

ªI'll take responsibility for things 
that go wrong,º Scott said, arguing 
most politicians don't seem to do 
that.

ªRick will force the bureaucrats 
to justify the way they spend our tax 
dollars,º Scott's campaign literature 
says. ªHolding them accountable 
will help eliminate waste, increase 
e#  ciencies and eliminate ine! ective 
programs.º

Asked how he plans to deal 
with a large state budget de® cit 
while proposing to cut the amount 
of revenue coming in by cutting 
taxes, Scott said this week that the 
tax cuts will jumpstart the economy 
and create jobs, bringing in new tax 
revenue.

On the issues, McCollum and 

Scott agree in most areas.
Immigration:  Scott has said 

he supports a Florida version of 
the Arizona immigration law and 
has tried to portray McCollum as 
inconsistent on the issue.

Taxation: Scott plans to phase 
out the business income tax. On 
property taxes, Scott proposes to 
reduce the required local e! ort by 
19 percent, saying he'd cut property 
tax millage from 5.29 percent to 4.29 
percent, which he says would save 
the average homeowner $142. He'd 
double the amount of that reduction 
over the next seven years.

Health care: Before running 
for governor, Scott founded 
ªConservatives for Patients' Rights,º 
which said it wanted ªfree-market 
health care reform,º and opposed the 
federal health care legislation pushed 
by Congressional Democrats and 
President Obama. 

Education: Scott supports 
teacher merit pay and an end to 
tenure for public school teachers, and 
says he would have signed SB 6, the 
merit pay bill that Gov. Charlie Crist 
vetoed last year. Scott also supports 
the constitutional amendment aimed 
at loosening class size requirements. 

LEARN MORE:
www.RickScottForFlorida.com
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After graduating from 
Middleburg High School, Curry 
went on to the University of Florida.  
He initially thought about majority 
in microbiology, but instead opted 
to pursue a degree in accounting and 
to become a CPA.  Curry excelled 
at UF, earning a 3.97 GPA and 
graduating summa cum laude.  He 
passed the exam to become a CPA, 
which has a lower success rate than 
the bar exam, on his very ® rst try.

" e accounting ® rm of 
PricewaterhouseCoopers was the 
next stop for Curry, now fresh out of 
school.

ªIt was a valuable experience.  
At a very young age you're exposed 
to senior management of major 
companies.  You have to be 
professional,º he says of his early days 
with the company. ªYour work has to 
be high quality and you have to really 
think through complex issues.º

Starting in their Orlando o#  ce, 
Curry spent over eight years with the 
® rm and eventually became a senior 
manager working in Jacksonville.

In 2002, Curry and Todd Froats 
left PricewaterhouseCoopers to 
form ICX Group.  " e ® rm provides 
interim sta#  ng, project consulting 
and other accounting and IT 
services.

ªInitially we walked out the door 
and began building the business on 
our credit cards for the ® rst year,º said 
Curry. ªWe've been very successful. 
Today ICX serves many of the big 
public and private companies in 
Jacksonville.º

Shortly after getting his business 
o!  the ground, Curry married 
his wife Molly, whom he had met 
while she was also working for 
Pricewaterhouse.  

Curry would then spend several 
years in Tampa getting a second ICX 
o#  ce o!  the ground, before ® nally 
returning to Jacksonville in 2006.  
" at's when the political bug ® nally 
took a bite.

ªI was contacted by the Republican 
Governor's Association, which 
was headed up by Mitt Romney 
at the time.  " ey were looking for 
volunteers to go to Arkansas to help 
with a tough gubernatorial race out 
there.º

Curry traveled to Arkansas and 
helped manage phone banking 
operations.

ªI was always interested in politics 
at a distance,º Curry remembers.         
ªI had walked door-to-door for Ander 
Crenshaw and had close interaction 
with some political leaders.  " e bug 
was always there, but the experience 
of going to Arkansas for the RGA is 
when it really clicked for me.º  

Curry brie ̄y considered the idea 
of running as a candidate himself in 
a special election for State House, 
but instead decided to become more 
deeply involved in the Republican 
Party.  

He was elected to serve as 
Treasurer of the Republican 
Executive Committee in the Fall of 
2007 and by 2008 was well on his 
way to becoming Chairman.

ªWhen John Falconetti  
announced he didn't want to seek 
another term as Chairman, I saw an 
obvious need,º said Curry. ªSomeone 
serious about the party had to step 
up.º

He was elected without opposition 
in December of 2008.

ª" e past chairmen had left 
me with an established grassroots 
machine,º said Curry.  ªAnd I knew 
I wanted to embrace traditional 
media, like television and print, but 
I also wanted to get the party more 
involved in new media.  To use 
tools like text messaging, and social 
networking sites like Facebook and 
YouTube.º

Within a few months, the party 
had a rapidly growing Facebook page 
and Curry was co-hosting a weekly 
radio talk show on WBOB.  

Not long after that, he set out 
to start the use of text message 
reminders to increase turn-out at 
monthly meetings and various party 
events.

Curry has worked hard to 
both raise the pro® le of the local 
party and to build and develop the 
infrastructure necessary to win 
elections.  

His love of sports, particularly 
football, translates well to politics.  
At the start of each meeting, often 
using a video clip from a sports ® lm 
to drive home the point, the chairman 
reminds members why they are there 
-- to win.        (continued next page)
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Curry's typical day begins very 
early in the morning.

ªI start my day at 4:30am by 
working out.  It gets my energy level 
up and forces me to get to bed at a 
reasonable hour.  Exercise and prayer, 
if I miss either one in the morning, I 
can feel it,º says Curry. ªGetting up 
that early also allows me to spend 
time with my kids in the morning 
before work.º 

In addition to his role with ICX 
Group and as Chairman of the 
Duval County Republican Party, 
Curry has taken an active role in 
the community.  He has been sitting 
on the board of the Jacksonville 
Symphony since 2007.

ªI got involved because I wanted 
my kids exposed to the arts.  I 
believe while math and science are 
fundamental, the arts open a door 
to the imagination,º says Curry. ªI 
really believe it's important.º

Curry was also appointed to a 
position on the Jacksonville Housing 
Commission and is active with his 
church and Rotary club. Earlier this 
year, the governor even tapped him 
to ® ll a seat on the Florida State 
Boxing Commission.

ªI grew up watching boxing with 
my grandfather.  I was very close to 
him,º says Curry.  ªWe named our 
son Boyd in honor of him.º

Curry's wife, Molly, has become 

involved with a group that brings 
Afghan children to Jacksonville for 
medical care.  ªI'm really proud of 
her on that,º he says.

As he approaches the end of 
his ® rst term as Chairman of the 
local GOP, Curry re ̄ects on the 
challenges of running an entity that 
large with no full-time sta! .

ª" is organization is driven by 
volunteers.  You have to engage and 
execute with volunteers who also 
have full-time jobs and families,º 
says Curry.  ª" ey choose to spend 
their free time electing the best 
people they can to public o#  ce.º

ªUnder Sam Newby's leadership, 
we've opened a one of a kind Black 
Republican headquarters,º adds 
Curry. ªWe've staged successful 
outreach and community involvement 
projects including a blood drive and 
a fundraiser for a charter school 
in one of Jacksonville's poorest 
neighborhoods.  We've also put on 
well-attended forums on health care 
and race relations.º

When pressed if he would ever 
consider running for public o#  ce, 
Curry just responds that he's got his 
hands full with other things at the 
moment.

ªAnyone who wants to get 
involved with the REC can call the 
o#  ce at 904-398-1446 or just text 
GOP to 41513,º Curry adds.

QUESTION: What are the key issues driving 
that momentum for your party?

ANSWER: The Republican party lost its way 
on spending and lack of vision for a few years. 
People were looking for leadership and we act-
ed like Democrats spending money we didn't 
have. Today voters are looking for something 
new.  They want the same thing today -- real 
leadership -- but they are skeptical that they'll 
get it from the same people who screwed 
things up the last  time. So they want fresh 
ideas from people who are going to be a part 
of the solution not part of the problem. I think 
the party is making strides in that area but we 
still have a ways to go.

QUESTION: How do you see the Tea Party 
movement " tting into the future of the 
Republican Party?

ANSWER: The Tea Party is a group of Americans 
fed up with the status quo that got us in to this 
mess that we're in economically and politically 
-- Republican, Democrat, Independent, I think 
we're all a little fed up with the direction the 
status quo has taken us, so there's a little Tea 
Party in all of us.

QUESTION: How much has Charlie Crist's 
defection from the party hurt morale? 

ANSWER: It has been good for the Party in 
as much as we no longer have a dominant 
member of our party who wind-tests the 
electorate before he does anything. Charlie 
Crist is a masterful politician, but he is not a 
leader.  Our country can't a% ord more of the 
same.  We need someone who will step up to 
the plate and give us what we need, not just 
pander to us so he can get reelected.

QUESTION: As one of the key leaders involved 
with Touchdown Jacksonville, and a season 
ticket holder yourself, how real is the danger 
that we might lose the Jaguars to another 
city?

ANSWER: As a Touchdown Jacksonville leader, 
a businessman and season ticket holder, I have 
been focused on the important task of ensuring 

that we all work hard to keep the Jaguars in 
Jacksonville.  I have heard loud and clear from 
Wayne Weaver about his commitment to this 
team and this community and together we 
have all worked hard to have a very successful 
community focused e% ort.  To take our eye o%  
the ball and to speculate about the negative is
a waste of time and energy. 

QUESTION: How do you " nd the time to 
balance all of your responsibilities?  

ANSWER:  My wife Molly is a Saint! She keeps 
all the balls in the air. I don't know how she 
does it. As far as work goes, I have a philosophy 
of not being afraid to ask a lot of questions, and 
surrounding myself with smart people.  Some 
people are intimidated by having people 
smarter than they are around them. I'm not -- 
I want the best I can " nd, and I want to learn 
from them.

QUESTION: Who are some historical political 
" gures that you take inspiration from?

ANSWER: I admire Margaret Thatcher. She was 
a political outsider that was tough as nails both 
mentally and physically. She required very little 
sleep.  Britain was collapsing economically prior 
to her leadership. She was smart, decisive and 
she stood for what she believed. She was not 
poll driven. The lesson learned here for me is, 
be yourself, go with your gut, have the courage 
pursue your beliefs and ignore the pollsters in
the pin-striped suits.

QUESTION: Read any good books lately?

ANSWER: Einstein: His Life and Universe and 
Have a Little Faith

QUESTION: What are your " ve favorite " lms 
of all-time?

ANSWER: Rocky, Gladiator, Toy Story, Lion 
King, Chronicles of Narnia-The Lion the Witch 
and the Wardrobe -- hey, I've got kids!

QUESTION: Your Favorite Meal?

ANSWER: Spicy hot wings and a glass of milk.

Q&A: LENNY CURRY
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by Darcy G. Richardson

" e tragic death of LeRoy 
Collins, Jr., last month brought back 
a  ̄ood of memories not only about 
the widely-respected retired Navy 
rear admiral and executive director 
of Florida's Department of Veterans 
A! airs, but also about his courageous 
and far-sighted father, regarded by 
many as the Sunshine State's greatest 
governor.

" e son of a Tallahassee 
neighborhood grocer, the senior 
Collins had worked his way through 
business and law school before 
winning a seat in the state legislature 
in 1932 at the age of twenty-® ve.

" e young Leon County 
lawmaker became a state Senator in 
1940 and was still serving in that 
chamber fourteen years later when he 

defeated acting governor and Senate 
President Charley E. Johns, a staunch 
conservative, in a hotly-contested 
runo!  before easily trouncing 
Republican J. Tom Watson, a former 
Democratic attorney general who 
died shortly before the general 
election, to become the state's 33rd 
governor.

As governor from 1955 to 1961, 
Collins successfully steered Florida 
Ð a state still very much part of 
the segregationist Old South Ð 
on a moderate course, promoting 

racial justice while avoiding the ® ery 
extremism engul® ng other southern 
states, particularly those in the Deep 
South, as a result of the 1954 U.S. 
Supreme Court ruling in Brown v. 
Topeka Board of Education.

It was a courageous thing to do, 
especially given the fact that eighty 
percent of Floridians opposed that 
ruling.

As sit-ins at lunch counters slowly 
spread to cities in Florida, Collins 
publicly denounced white store 
owners who refused to serve African-

Americans at their lunch counters 
while encouraging them to patronize 
other parts of their establishments.

In many respects, Collins, who 
had endorsed segregation during 
his 1954 and 1956 gubernatorial 
campaigns, paved the way for the 
ªNew South,º helping to transform 
his state economically, politically and 
socially while making it attractive to 
capital and industry.

ªI realized that we had to change,º 
said Collins, who proved to be the 
very antithesis of Orval E. Faubus of 
Arkansas, Georgia's Lester Maddox, 
the ® ery George C. Wallace of 
Alabama and other segregationist 
governors of that tumultuous period.

ªLeRoy Collins was a genuine 
pro® le in courage, governing during 
one of the most turbulent and violent 
periods in Florida and U.S. history,º 
said Doug Guetzloe, an Orlando-

based political consultant and radio 
talk-show host whose grandmother 
served as former governor Collins' 
legal secretary at a Tampa law ® rm 
for about ten years after he left 
o#  ce.

Much like his intrepid father, 
LeRoy Collins, Jr. also dedicated 
his life to public service. Despite 
his political pedigree, the younger 
Collins graduated from the U.S. 
Naval Academy in 1956 and went on 
to attain the rank of Rear Admiral.

" e younger Collins brie ̄y sought 
to follow in his father's footsteps, 
beginning a startlingly late career 
in politics by mounting a seemingly 
implausible last-minute bid for 
Democrat Bill Nelson's U.S. Senate 
seat in 2006.

His father, out of o#  ce for nearly 
eight years, ran for the Senate almost 
forty years earlier.

Like Father, Like Son: Remembering LeRoy Collins 
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(continued from page 14)
Mounting a ªlast hurrahº in 1968, 

the older Collins lost to Winter Park 
Republican Edward J. Gurney in a 
campaign marred by strong racial 
overtones, including a widely-
distributed campaign  ̄ier showing 
Collins walking next to Martin 
Luther King, Jr., during the historic 
civil rights march in Selma in 1965.

As director of the Community 
Relations Service, a federal agency 
established after passage of the 1964 
Civil Rights Act, the elder Collins 
had hurried to Selma at President 
Lyndon B. Johnson's request to 
negotiate a compromise between 
the marchers and Alabama law 
enforcement authorities in a heroic 
e! ort to avert a violent outcome.

Coming on the heels of infamous 
ªBloody Sunday,ª when police o#  cers 
® red teargas and beat nonviolent 
protesters with nightsticks, 
resulting in the hospitalization of 
no fewer than ® fty de® ant marchers, 
Collins succeeded in preventing a 
potentially bloody confrontation 
by arranging a largely symbolic 
march Ð an important fact that 
was excluded from the scurrilous, 
race-baiting literature distributed 
by his opponent's supporters during 
the bitterly-contested 1968 Senate 
campaign.

" e younger Collins didn't 
experience anything quite that 
dramatic or mean-spirited during 
his own Senate race in 
2006.

But his father's name 
often came up during his 
short-lived campaign.

" e driven and 
passionate Democrat-
t u r ne d-R e pub l i c a n 
personally invoked his 
father's memory Ð a 
blast from the past 
for some of Florida's 
aging African-
American voters Ð 
when addressing the 
Orange County branch 
of the NAACP and 
the Metropolitan 
Orlando Urban League, 
reminding both groups 
in a three-minute 
speech of how his father 
courageously guided 
the state through 
the di#  cult days of 
integration.

On another occasion, the younger 
Collins recounted the moment 
his father found out that he had 
switched parties nearly twenty years 
earlier, telling Adam Smith of the St. 
Petersburg Times in an interview a 
few months before the primary that 
the former governor, who died in 
1991, was absolutely livid when he 
discovered that his namesake had 
become a registered Republican.

ª" at phone just about melted in 
my hand,º said Collins, chuckling as 
he fondly recalled his father's negative 

reaction. ªHe really, really gave me 
hell.º When the younger Collins, a 
devoted admirer of Ronald Reagan, 
tried to explain to his father that after 
thirty years the Democratic Party 
had essentially abandoned him Ð 
and many other lifelong Democrats 
Ð the former governor told him that 
he should have stayed in the party 
and fought to make it right.

ª" at's the way he was,º said the 
younger Collins.

" ough after switching parties he 
had brie ̄y considered running for 
Lawton Chiles' U.S. Senate seat in 
1988 Ð a seat narrowly captured by 
Republican Connie Mack after the 
popular ªWalkin' Lawtonº decided 
not to seek reelection Ð his 2006 
campaign against Katherine Harris, 
whom he personally considered un® t 
to serve in the U.S. Senate, was the 
former rear admiral's only foray into 
elective politics.

He entered the race just as state 
and national Republicans were 
scrambling to ® nd an alternative to 
Katherine Harris.

Everybody from Vice President 
Dick Cheney to Gov. Jeb Bush, who 
openly expressed doubts about Harris' 
candidacy and tried repeatedly to lure 
Florida House Speaker Allan Bense 
into the race, worked around the 
clock to recruit another candidate. 
Harris' sputtering campaign initially 
su! ered from heavy sta!  turnover, 
anemic fundraising and faint 

enthusiasm from the party's rank 
and ® le.

ªQuite honestly,º quipped a 
Republican pollster at the time, ªthe 
Titanic was in better condition.º

Among other things, the 
controversial congresswoman was 
linked to corrupt defense contractor 
Mitchell Wade, the former CEO 
of MZM Inc., who had pleaded 
guilty to four criminal charges and 
had reportedly lavished Harris with 
questionable campaign contributions 
and expensive dinners Ð revelations 

that deeply worried party leaders.
ªEvery time I turned over a rock, 

I found out something I didn't want 
to know,º said Ed Rollins, a former 
Reagan aide who was Harris' chief 
adviser until he abruptly left the 
campaign in March.

Somewhere along the way, the 
search for a viable alternative went 
awry, resulting in a disastrous 
political circus with no fewer 
than three candidates legitimately 
claiming the anti-Harris mantle.

Vice President Cheney reportedly 
encouraged Peter Monroe, a wealthy 
Pinellas County developer who had 
served on the oversight board of 
the Resolution Trust Corporation 
during the Savings & Loan scandal 
in the early 1990s, to challenge 
Harris in the primary. " e two were 
old friends dating back to the Ford 
Administration and it was rumored 
that Monroe might spend up to $5 
million of his own money on the 
race.

White House political guru Karl 
Rove also got involved, reportedly 
recruiting Will McBride, a wealthy 
Orlando attorney whose father-
in-law Ð a close friend of Rove's 
Ðowned more than 100 evangelical 
Christian radio stations.

E! orts to persuade two of Harris's 
three challengers to drop out failed.

" e congresswoman couldn't 
have been more pleased. She realized 
the three little-known latecomers 

virtually guaranteed 
her nomination

Given that the 
anti-Harris vote was 
likely to be split three 
ways, the white-haired 
Collins certainly had 
his work cut out for 
him.

First up, Collins 
convinced his 95-
year-old mother, the 
former First Lady of 
Florida, to re-register 
as a Republican so she 
could vote for him.

At the outset of his 
campaign, the ® fth-
generation Floridian 
had no sta!  and 
had to do virtually 
everything himself, he 
even stu! ed his own 
envelopes.

ªI haven't been 
visible up to this point 

at all largely because I've been putting 
all of this stu!  together  myself,º 
apologetically explained the trim 
and distinguished-looking candidate 
who once served as commander of 
a coastal minesweeper and later 
commanded various Navy Reserve 
submarine units..

For the 71-year-old Collins, 
who waited until the last minute to 
declare his candidacy, literally ® ling 
his paperwork an hour and a half 
before the qualifying deadline, it 
turned out be a pretty lonely a! air.

In fact, only one supporter 
showed up at an event at the Punta 
Gorda Isles civic center in mid-
July, some six weeks before the 
September primary. Coincidentally, 
that supporter happened to be one of 
Collins' classmates at the U.S. Naval 
Academy.

ªHello Roger. Good to see you,º 
Collins said, entering the civic center 
about twenty minutes after the event 
was scheduled to start. ª" is place is 
hard to ® nd.º

ªWell,º said the lone attendee 
while shaking the candidate's hand, 
ªunfortunately, nobody else has been 
able to ® nd it either.º

" e retired two-star admiral 
characteristically shrugged it o! , 
calling the dismal turnout a minor 
ªtactical problemº and promising 
that his campaign would be better 
prepared at future events.

Collins' advertising campaign 
was limited to a 60-second radio spot 
introducing the retired admiral to 
Florida voters.

More than two months after 
entering the contest he could still 
count on one hand the number of 
times he had campaigned outside the 
Tampa Bay area. Only occasionally 
had he and Jane, his wife of forty-
seven years, hopped into their Jeep 
Cherokee, adorned with ªCollins-
for-U.S. Senateº bumper stickers, for 
a campaign trip outside the region.

A couple of those excursions 
brought him to Jacksonville.

His campaign headquarters was a 
spare bedroom in his Tampa home, 
where a handful of friends manned 
the phones and handled the mail. 
ªIf we get through the primary we'll 
probably get a space of our own,º he 
said.

He designed his own brochures 
with the help of a computer-savvy 
friend, and one of his neighbor's 
served as the webmaster of his 
campaign web site.

But he also had plenty of profound 
things to say.

ªWe tend to evaluate members of 
Congress based upon how successful 
they are in bringing home the bacon,º 
he told the Times-Union's editorial 
board. ª" at's a terrible way for us to 
select them and a terrible way for us 
to re-elect them.º

Given his late start, Collins 
didn't harbor any illusions about 
his chances. ªIt's a daunting task. I 
realize that, but I think you never 
know how far you can go unless you 
try to go too far,º said Collins, who 
rarely backed away from a di#  cult 
challenge Ð a trait inherited from 
his father.

With his lanky 6'3º frame, 
chiseled features and  ̄owing white 
hair, Collins looked and sounded like 
a Senator Ð and three of Florida's 
largest newspapers apparently agreed, 
believing that he was ideally suited to 
take on Bill Nelson in November.

Despite the barebones nature of 
his campaign, the Miami Herald, 

St. Petersburg Times and Tampa 
Tribune enthusiastically endorsed 
his candidacy. So, too, did the 
Gainesville Sun and the Naples 
Daily News. He also gained a partial 
endorsement from the Florida 
Times-Union, which argued that 
both Collins and Monroe were solid 
choices.

Claiming that Collins trumped 
the dramatic and erratic Harris, the 
widely-read Tampa Tribune said 
that the former Naval admiral was 
ªtired of the polarized atmosphere 
that prevents Congress from making 
progress for the nationº and had 
demonstrated a much-needed 
willingness to work both sides of the 
aisle.

" ere's little doubt that he would 
have brought a heavy dose of dignity 
Ð and civility Ð to the badly-
divided Senate.

Promising to serve only one 
term, Collins campaigned on the 
traditionally conservative issues 
of national security, immigration 
reform and opposition to the growing 
national debt.

He believed the threat of 
terrorism was still uppermost in the 
minds of most Americans. ª" ere are 
millions of people out there, Islamic 
fundamentalists, that want us dead,º 
he asserted. ªI just feel down in my 
bones that our survival's at stake, and 
I'm the only candidate out there that 
has a military background.º

Vastly outspent by his rivals, the 
retired admiral ® nished a distant 
third, garnering 146,712 votes, or 
15.3 percent. As expected, Katherine 
Harris won the primary easily, 
only to be slaughtered by Nelson in 
November.

Collins, who was later appointed 
by Gov. Charlie Crist to serve as 
executive director of the Florida 
Department of Veterans A! airs, 
never regretted running for the U.S. 
Senate. 

ªHe knew it was a long shot,º said 
LeRoy Collins III, his oldest son. 
ªHe just felt like he should say what 
he needed to say.º

Retired Admiral Enjoyed a Late Start in Politics
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Paid Political Advertisement, Paid for by Don Browning for Congress (Republican)

WHY HASN'T CLIFF STEARNS
APPEARED AT A SINGLE 
PUBLIC FORUM OR DEBATE 
DURING THIS CAMPAIGN?  

IT'S BECAUSE HE THINKS HE 
CAN BUY YOUR VOTE!

22 Years in Washington 
is Just Too Long!  

We Can't Reform Congress 
by Sending Back the Same 
Professional Politicians Time 
and Time Again!

 REPUBLICAN PRIMARY - VOTE AUGUST 24TH!

GREEN COVE SPRINGS

IT'S TIME TO REFORM 
CONGRESS, REDUCE TAXES 
AND REGULATION AND 
OVERTURN OBAMACARE!

IT'S TIME TO VOTE DON BROWNING!
www.DonBrowningForCongress.com


