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Lenny Curry: From the
Sandy Beaches of Key
West to the Muddy Ro
of Middleburg to Being
Top of the World at Ag

By Austin Cassidy

It was a hot evening in late July
and local Republicans were packin
themselves into the auditorium, thei
party's monthly Executive Committee
meeting -- a ritual that is repeated o
the third Monday of each month.

Except this time, something was a
little di'erent. Despite the fact that 2l watched him build that businessto relocate to North Florida and they
it was the hottest time of the year, dor 15 hours a day,° Curry says of hisettled in Middleburg.
surprising majority of people seemethther.®"at'swhere myentrepreneurial 2l had to adapt quickly,® Curry
to be wearing black. Black shirtsappetite comes from.° remembers. 2In no time I'd gone from
black suits, black dresses. His mother kept the books for the ®shing and spending time at the beag

Inside the room there were blackKamily's business and involved herseid riding a motorbikes and hunting
balloons and other decorations. in the community, volunteering forin the woods. It was two very unique

What might have seemed like thevarious groups and causes. extremes.°
trimmings of an especially festive 2We went ®shing every weekend,® An average student in High School
memorial service were actually a goddurry says fondly of his days as a your@gurry played football, baseball an
natured prank, organized by frienddoy in Key West. @It was great.° lifted weights.
and family of the party's chairman, Curry also maintained close 2l loved playing football, I was
Lenny Curry. relationships with his grandparentspassionate about it. If | was doing

"ough he doesn't look a day over His maternal grandfather was aomething else right now, I'd like to
30, on this night Curry was actuallydecorated Army Ranger who served ihe a high school football coach,® sai
celebrating his 40th birthday. Europe during the Second World War.Curry. 2"e discipline and strategic

Born in Key West, Curry is an His grandfather on his dad's side wathinking that | learned from my high
only child. His father owned a smallstationed on the U.S.S. Okalahoma aschool football coaches has stuck wit
retail store where he sold and repairedearl Harbor. me all these years.°
televisions and other electronics. At the age of 12, his family decided Continued on page 12
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They Said It...

°Society in every state is a
blessing, but Government,
even in its best state, is but
a necessary evil; in its worst  f
state, an intolerable one.°
PThomas Paine

aCapitalism and

communism stand at
opposite poles. Their
essential di'erence is this.
The communist, seeing the
rich man and his "ne home,
says: "No man should have
so much.' The capitalist,
seeing the same thing, says:

e Where Can | Find
The Jacksonville Observer?

Contact Us

The Jacksonville Observer welcomesd  The Observer Monthly is a free publication distributed throughout Duval, Nassau,
and suggestions, as well as informatior]

errors that call for corrections. We are Clay, Baker and St. Johns counties at nearly 100 locations.

to presenting information fairly and acc

PUBLISHER & EDITOR You can !nd a copy at most area Gate gas stations, many public libraries, the
Austin Cassidy Duval and Clay County courthouses, The Jacksonville Landing, Cotton’s BBQ,
CONTRIBUTING WRITERS the Baseball Grounds of Jacksonville, the Museum of Science and History,

Mary Eizana Robertean < &K1 UNF, Jones College, Florida State College at Jacksonville, Jacksonville University,
NAS Jacksonville, Renna’s Pizza at The St. Johns Town Center, and

Letiers 1o the Fditor select Winn-Dixie, Wal-Mart and Walgreen's locations.

austin@jaxobserver.com

News Tips . . - .
MGGl For more mformatlon, Visit our website:
Advertising Inquiries

austin@jasobserver com www.JaxObserver.com

Phone: (904) 868-5963
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Browning Giving Stearns a Run for His Money

a two-term conservative from
Longboat Key, also drew a primary
opponent.

Initially winning his U.S. House
seat by defeating Democratic State
House Speaker Jon Mills in one of
the biggest political upsets of 1988,
Stearns has always cultivated an
image as something of an outsider
himself while deftly using the huge
trappings of incumbency to his
advantage. However, the mere fact
that he's an incumbent B and a
counties B well, at least a portion  longstanding one at that ® might
of Duval County B will have a not play as well as in the past,
say in this contest, a race describedparticularly in a year when voters
by the feisty challenger as a classic in both parties appear increasingly
aDavid vs. Goliath® struggle. angry and frustrated with

aAnd you know how that turned o#ceholders at every level.
out,° joked Browning in a recent Browning believes he can
interview with theJacksonville tap into that growing anger and
Observer frustration.

Stearns, a longtime ®xture Virtually ignored by the largest
in Washington political circles, newspapers in the district, he
hasn't faced a primary challenge  also believes that his insurgent
since 1990 when he crushed Larry candidacy 2is an upset in the
Gallagher, a retired auto salesman making.° "e response from voters,
from Lecanto who was waging he says, has been overwhelming.
his third campaign for the seat, a'm really encouraged,® he said.
garnering nearly 78 percent of the According to Browning, Stearns
vote against his little-known rival. is a consummate career politician

Stearns is one of seven who symbolizes everything that's
incumbents B and one of only wrong on Capitol Hill. 2His idea of
two Republican lawmakers
b in the 25-member Florida person fundraiser with corporate
congressional delegation who faces lobbyists,® said Browning, referring
a primary challenge on August

by Darcy G. Richardson

"e anti-incumbent mood
supposedly sweeping the country
this year will be tested later
this month in Florida's 6th
congressional district, where
conservative activist and self-
described 2political outsider® Don
Browning is challenging eleven-
term U.S. Rep. Cli! Stearns in the
August 24 Republican primary.

Voters in Clay and Duval

million-dollar townhouse in the
nation's capital b a townhouse,
incidentally, that's frequently used
by a high-powered Democratic
political consulting ®rm.

Stearns wasn't always an insider.

In fact, in 1988 he campaigned
as a reformer of sorts, promising
to abide by term limits while
striving to change the culture in
Washington.

He's now part of that culture.

Most of his constituents,
moreover, have probably long
forgotten about his pledge during
that campaign to serve no more
than 12 years B a pledge, if
honored, that would have brought
his congressional career to an end
ten years ago.

Unlike the late Tillie Fowler of
Jacksonville, who was elected to
Congress in 1992 under the slogan
agight is Enough® and ultimately
kept her word by refusing, as
a matter of principle, to seek
reelection to a ®fth term in 2000,
Stearns has been running like
clockwork every two years since.

So much for elephants and long
memories.

Reminiscent of Stearns more
than twenty years ago, Browning is

a backyard barbeque is a $1,000-pecampaigning as this year's reform

candidate. But unlike the 22-year
House veteran that he hopes to

a small lakefront community

about 21 miles southeast of Ocala,
actually means it when he says he
wants to clean up the entire rotten
system, including getting rid of the
seniority system in Congress.

He makes a valid point. Once
they're established in the Beltway,
too many members of Congress b
Democrats and Republicans alike
b forget who they're representing.

After two or three terms, says
Browning, #a congressperson will
lose his or her soul to the special
interests.® At that point, the special
interest money ows in, creating

to a recent reception for the Ocala unseat, one gets the feeling that thea sense of entitlement, while

24. Congressman Vern Buchanan, congressman in the backyard of a white-haired resident of Weirsdale, enabling the once well-intentioned

‘A Nation Divided’

by Darcy G. Richardson

AVAILABLE NOW
BOOK RETAILERS

a8Few authors can
create a narrative in

ONLINE AND AT SELECT

lawmakers to amass huge amounts
of campaign cash to scare o!
potential rivals.

It's a corrupt and self-
perpetuating system, he says.

While sti"ing political debate
and competition, the incumbent
lawmakers no longer have to scrap
and ®ght for every vote. Awash in
campaign cash, they also feel they
can alord to ignore the folks back
home. In the end, their constituents
suler, becoming the 2forgotten
citizens® in the whole disturbingly
depraved process.

Stearns is a perfect example.
Swimming in special interest
money, the Congressmawext page)

which an important
and complex event is
arranged as a delightful
and enjoyable read, but
Richardson has done
that with this book.°

-- Amazon.com Review

Available in both
hardcover and
paperback edi!ons”

IVIDED

The 1968 Presidential Campaign
Darcy G. Richardson

Makes a great gift for political junkies!

THE RIGHT CHOICE
FOR DISTRICT SIX:

- Proven Leadership

- Real World Experience
- Safer Schools

- Better Accountability

LEARN MORE:
www.garyoliveras.com

VOTE AUGUST 24TH!

Paid Political Advertisement, Gary Oliveras for Duval School Board, District 6
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Mary Elizabeth Says Goodbye' to Jacksonville

by Mary Elizabeth Robertson

for rain every day. Not a long storm,actual pot. "at, the ®sh sandwich, a warm environment shocked me ahere (particularly kickboxing and
like the summer storms | am familiarand the company of Chowder Ted's®rst, but | surprised myself at themy stint as a golfer) home with me, |
with at home, but a quick rain, employees made for a delicious meadbility to learn something new at awill take the memories of a fabulous,
thunder and lightening showbjust | learned a new dance to makerip to the zoo at the age of 21. unforgettable summer.
enough to spice up the day, andny parents proud, shagging-ironic, | still Facebook just as much as| So thank you, Jacksonville. You
make me carry my raincoat in my caright? | perfected my kayaking anddid at the start of the summer, but myprovided me with the best summer
everywhere | went. river “oating capabilities, and amstatus updates are ®lled with links td've had yet. "ank you for welcoming

| lived the dream summer of afully prepared to take my polishedmy columns and clues as to what | af€me into your restaurants and into
college student, every night blowingpractice for a spin on the New Riverdoing, much cooler than my peersyour venues. | hope you enjoyed this
up an air mattress and folding it upor the U.S. National Whitewater | am scared about having to start gourney as much as | did.
every morning. | sat out in the FloridaCenter. new semester and the imminent cold (If you missed any of Mary Elizabeth's
sunshine and am happy to say | am Bonding over @8Sex and the Citywaiting for me back at Appalachiancolumns, visit JaxObserver.com to ®nd the
departing with the darkest tan | ever2,° or 2"e Bachelorette,° | met some State University. full archive!)
have received from the sun. amazing women who joined me for I'll miss the

| biked to the beach everya birthday celebration at Salt Lifefabulous lifestyle

My lease on the “oor of my sister'safternoon. At home, such a trip isRestaurant, moving to "e Brix for | have come to

one bedroom apartment is up.

carefully planned and executed, anthe after party. love the past

| have packed my car, folded upgas mileage and hotel prices are split After watching the Jacksonvilletwo months. In
my air mattress and removed the ladtetween friends. Here, | got someSuns play a game, | was inspired t&lorida, everyone
of my belongings from the closet Imuch needed exercise and relaxatidake my new found love for the gameseems to enjoy

was given.

as | rode only blocks away to theon the road. | ventured to Atlanta to life, and everyone

| spent two months and a few daysiearest public beach access. watch and enjoy a Braves game. lompletes their
in Jacksonville. | went new places Salmon, crab legs and shrimpthe Carolina Speed ever comes backardrobe with a
and ate new foods. | worked out inbecame a regular part of my dietfo Charlotte, | will be making an smile.
ways | had never sweated before. Buistead of a special meal from theppearance in the audience. While | am

all-in-all I had fun.

Red Lobster. | ®nally made it to | went to the zoo, where | wasgoing to take

My arrival in Jacksonville wasChowder Ted's. | was mostimpresseaonvinced | saw some of my relativethe skills | have
marked by storms. | was not prepareevith the pot of chowder-served in anbehind the cages. "e penguins in developed while

Our Schools
Deserve...

- Accountability
- Accessibllity
- Control

Vote Steve Berrey for School Board on August 24th!

Pd Pol Adv, Steve Berrey for Duval School Board, District 6




Please Join Us For...

HEROIC MEDIA'S
EVENING of HOPE

For Sponsorships
$50 General & Group Discounts

Admission
407-257-5119
$100 Patron

Sereli PElmn
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ONE AMAZING NIGHT...

Opening the event is Sharon Wilbur, a contemporary Christian singer and a einalist
on American ldol. Our Keynote Speaker is former Alaska Governor Sarah Palin. In 2008,
Senator John McCain tapped Palin to serve as his vice-presidential running mate. She is also
the author of “Going Rogue: An American Life,” a hugely successful best-seller.

SUPPORT LIFE...

This event is organized by Heroic Media, a faith-based non-proeit that places
advertisements to help women who are facing unexpected pregnancies. Our outreach
elorts provide help line numbers that connect women with pregnancy resource centers.

GET YOUR TICKETS TODAY!
ONLY AT TICKETMASTER.COM




AUGUST ONLY: 10% Sale on Rooms with C

StayCOO[*Outside™

IT'S OUTDOOR LIVING, INDOORS... THE "GREEN" ALTERN
COMMERCIAL -- RESIDENTIAL

Designed to resist the harsh Florida sun and wind!!!

- Sunrooms - Conservatories
- Lanai Enclosures - Windows _
- Doors - Home Remodeling

The Smartest Call You'll Make All. Summer: (9(

Learn More _at: myFLsunroom.com









Locklear Realty LLC is an independent real estate brokerage, committedita
outstanding service and value to buyers and sellers. We are known for degakdjti
working relationships with our clientele; relationships based actespegrity, and tru

www.LocklearRealtyLL

llovethetruth.c:

Notary Public
Stephen E. Covingtol

Commission # DD885378

Telephone: (904) 708-333
Email: covington@macpulse.con
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HELP WANTED!

The Jacksonville Observer is
looking to hire part-time
advertising salespeople. If you

have a bright, positive personality
and two years of sales experience...

SEND YOUR RESUME TO:
AUSTIN@JAXOBSERVER.COM




aThe tragic death of LeRoy Collins, Jr., last

month brought back a "ood of memories
not only about the widely-respected
retired Navy admiral, but also about

his courageous and far-sighted father...°

HELP WANTED!

The Jacksonville Observer is
looking to hire part-time
advertising salespeople. If you

have a bright, positive personality

and two years of sales experience...

SEND YOUR RESUME TO:
AUSTIN@JAXOBSERVER.COM

Your Favorite Conservative
Columnists...

Pat Buchanan
Oliver North
Dick Morris

Phyllis Schla"y

Ben Shapiro
Walter Williams
and more!

Find them all online...
www.JacksonvilleObserver.com

CROSSWORD

Find Solutions and More Puzzles Online at Beeke:







REPUBLICAN PRIMARY - VOTE AUGUST 24TH!

WHY HASN'T CLIFF STEARNS
APPEARED AT A SINGLE
PUBLIC FORUM OR DEBATE
DURING THIS CAMPAIGN?

IT'S BECAUSE HE THINKS H
CAN BUY YOUR VOTE!

22 Years in Washington
Is Just Too Long!

We Can't Reform Congress GREEN COVE SPRIN
by Sending Back the Same
Professional Politicians Time
and Time Again!

IT'S TIME TONVOTE DON

www.DonBrowningForCongre

Paid Political Advertisement, Paid for by Don Browning for Congress (Republican)




