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15 YEARS LATER: 
The Inspiring Story of the 
Campaign That Changed 
Our City Forever
By Austin Cassidy

Hidden among boxes containing 
children's trophies, old books and 
magazines and bound reports 
representing thousands of interviews, 
there is one plain brown box. A 
moment of our city's political history 
is contained within its cardboard walls. 
It is a record of the thoughts of many 
and the vision of ªa Fresh Startº for 
Jacksonville.

! ere are pristine political buttons 
emblazoned with the words ªA Fresh 
Start - Delaney For Mayor.º A red sun 
rises behind the blue Delaney. 

! is box belongs to pollster John 
Libby of American Public Dialogue. 
At the time of the 1995 mayoral race, 
the ® rm was called populus. 

Bruce Barcelo, Michelle Jones, 
John Libby and Joe Schmidt were 
populus and they and Republican 
Party Chairman Don Brewer were on 
a mission. 

! eir goal was to ® nd someone who 
had the skills and talents to be Mayor 
and actually get them elected. 

! at man turned out to be John 
Delaney.  

! e campaign's mantra 
was ªpast bad, future good, 
raise more money.º 

! e campaign's team 
represented much of the 
Who's Who of Jacksonville 
political leadership, both 
then and now. 

In addition to the populus 
team, Michael Munz, 
Michael Hightower and 
Rick Mullaney were there.  
Toni Crawford, Tom and 
Betty Petway and Walter 
McCray played signi® cant 
roles.  Susie Wiles would 
join Team Delaney as would 
Tom Nolan who designed 
the logo and direct mail.  
! e list of names goes on 
and on. 

ª! e theme of the 
campaign was `Past Bad, 
Future Good' and we 
had four months and $1.2 
million to spread that 
message,º recalls Barcello.

ªWithout the e" orts of 
each and every individual 
involved it would not have 
happened,º said Libby. 
ªWithout a little luck, a 
good, then great candidate 
and so many pieces working in concert 
it would not have happened. We knew 
all along it would be close. We had 
faith we would win, but we also were 
acutely aware the margin would be no 
more than two percent.º 

! ey were right about the margin.  
! e plain brown box contains all of 

Delaney's internal polling data. A 
statistical record of the campaign 
updated daily. Barcelo referred to it 
at the time as ªradar sweeping over 
Jacksonville every 24 hours.º
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They Said It...

ªIf you destroy a free market 
you create a black market.º
    ÐSir Winston Churchill

ªMarxists are people whose 
insides are torn up day after 
day because they want to 
rule the world and no one 
will even publish their letter 
to the editor.º
    ÐMark Helprin

ªRemember, democracy 
never lasts long. It soon 
wastes, exhausts, and 
murders itself. There never 
was a democracy yet that 
did not commit suicide.º
    ÐJohn Adams

Contact Us
The Jacksonville Observer welcomes comments 
and suggestions, as well as information about 
errors that call for corrections. We are committed 
to presenting information fairly and accurately.

PUBLISHER & EDITOR
Austin Cassidy

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS
Robin Lumb, Darcy Richardson, Alex Rose and 
Adam J. Locklear, Kristi Dunn, Richard Miller and 
Joseph E. Miller

Letters to the Editor
austin@jaxobserver.com

News Tips
tips@jaxobserver.com

Advertising Inquiries
austin@jaxobserver.com

What's The Buzz?
Hosted by Republican Insiders Lenny Curry and Cindy Graves

Every Thursday at 5pm on ABC 1530 WBOB

 Where Can I Find 
The Jacksonville Observer?

 The Observer Monthly is a free publication distributed throughout Duval, Nassau, 
Clay, Baker and St. Johns counties at nearly 100 locations.  

You can ! nd a copy at most area Gate gas stations, many public libraries, the 
Duval and Clay County courthouses, The Jacksonville Landing, Cotton’s BBQ, 

the Baseball Grounds of Jacksonville, the Museum of Science and History, 
UNF, Jones College, Florida State College at Jacksonville, Jacksonville University, 

NAS Jacksonville, Renna’s Pizza at The St. Johns Town Center, and 
select Winn-Dixie, Wal-Mart and Walgreen’s locations.

For more information, visit our website:  
www.JaxObserver.com



Page 3The Jacksonville Observer

Real Estate Watch: `Generation Next'
    by Adam J. Locklear 
              and Alex Rose

! e real estate environment has 
changed drastically in the last few 
years.  Lower volume overall and a 
chaotic market have led to a great deal 
of speculation by sellers and Realtors 
alike over the changing nature of 
buyers and what they want.  

Today, we have a new 
demographic of home buyer, often 
known as Generation Y.  ! is age 
group includes people who were born 
in the 1980s and 1990s. Also known 
as Echo Boomers, these are of course 
the children of the baby boomers who 
compose a staggering 79 million or 
25% of all accounted for consumers 
in the U.S. 

Updating Facebook accounts 
while teetering between Twitter 
updates and managing various email 
accounts are all part of the daily grind 
for this young adult generation. ! is 
is a fast-paced and technologically 
savvy group of consumers. As the 
® rst generation to grow up with the 
internet, these buyers know how to 
research and make educated decisions 
quickly.  Realtors sometimes ® nd 
that  Generation Y buyers will even 
do research during a home showing, 
using a phone or other mobile device 
to compare other area home prices 
or checking for foreclosures in the 

neighborhood.
Typically considered a young 

crowd, this generation is turning the 
corner on adulthood, and with new 
growth come the responsibilities 
of life. Many are now graduating 
college and entering the workforce 
full time with families soon to follow. 
After settling into a new lifestyle or 
relationship many will search for a 
place to live over the long term. In 
just the last two years this new home 
buyer group has greatly increased 
and is on the verge of exploding# 

Reaching out to this new breed 
of home buyer is very di" erent 
than with previous generations. 
! ese days' buyers want much more 
than those before them, and they 
want it delivered in a slick, relevant 
package. 

While searching for their future 
homestead these consumers are not 
only looking for something on the 
market that catches their eye, but 
blows them away# ! ey will expect 
to see crisp color photo slideshows 
coupled with a short high-de® nition 
video to portray the home's attractive 
atmosphere. Many sellers are staging 
homes and brushing up on home 
design to attract new, younger buyers 
with a contemporary fashion sense.  
Creating a custom website for the 
home that will e" ectively deliver 
slideshows, videos and information 
about the neighborhood such as 

schools, roads and shopping options 
can greatly increase the chances of 
securing a quali® ed buyer. 

Sellers who want to list their home 
with a Realtor should remember that 
unless the agent has quality buyers 
lined up waiting for the type of house 
they've just put on the market, the 
listing will have to hook the buyer on 
its own. 

With 90%+ of all home buyers 
starting their search on the internet, 

it's almost a guarantee that these 
young buyers will give more weight 
to a listing that they see online.  
Sellers trying to appeal to today's 
buyer will need to have a listing 
integrated with internet resources 
that will provide quality content to a 
buyer on various web pages. Making 
proper use of sites such as Facebook, 
Twitter, MySpace, Craigslist, Zillow 
and Realtor.com is a must.  

With the right blend of e" ective 

internet marketing tools, it is easy to 
reach the next generation.  

Dealing with a declining real 
estate market, rising unemployment 
rate and weak credit options may 
seem like a challenge. So with a 
limited number of picky buyers in 
the real estate market, potential 
sellers should not make the mistake 
of taking this new generation for 
granted. ! ey are and will be the 
future of single family home sales. 
Being prepared for the in  ̄ux now is 
a valuable, long-term investment in 
marketing a home correctly.   
---------------------------------
To learn more, contact Alex Rose or 
Adam Locklear of Locklear Realty at 
(904) 993-1346.

News Service of Florida

Bill McCollum, Rick Scott and 
Alex Sink may be eating up all the 
media coverage surrounding the 
Florida governor's race, but there are 
11 other candidates who quali® ed to 
be on the November ballot.

! e road for the third-party or no 
party candidate is often lonely. ! ere 
are few party o&  cials, if any, giving 
you advice. ! e media largely ignores 
you because you don't have hordes 
of supporters or high poll numbers. 
And many experienced politicos who 
know how to get a governor elected 
won't touch your campaign. 

While McCollum, Scott and 
Sink beat each other up with prickly 
political rhetoric, the 11 other people 
are just trying to get their names and 
issues out to the voters ± in some 
cases. Some don't even campaign. 

Bud Chiles, the son of the late 
former Gov. Lawton Chiles, is the 
only one of the remaining 11 who 
likely could make a signi® cant dent 
in the race because of his politically 
famous last name. A Quinnipiac 
University poll showed he could 
potentially carry 19 percent of the 
general election vote, something that 
could have a spoiler e" ect for the 
major parties' nominees. ! ough his 
father was a Democrat, Chiles chose 

to run without a political a&  liation.
Several of the other candidates 

who quali® ed also did so without a 
party. Farid Khavari, an Iranian-
born economist, originally intended 
to run as a Democrat, but couldn't 
get the attention of party o&  cials, 
even after he presented them with 
a jobs plan. McCollum, Scott and 
Sink simply spend too little time on 
economic issues, he said.

ªI was expecting they'd talk about 
the most important issue, which 
is economics,º Khavari said. ªAnd 
nobody talks about it. All they talk 
about is smear politics and rhetoric 
with¼ Rick Scott and Alex Sink and 
Bill McCollum.º

Khavari, who is also an author, 
bills himself as the only potential 
governor with a plan for economic 
recovery because the three 
mainstream candidates are too busy 
politicking. 

! e Democratic Party's tacit 
endorsement of one candidate right 
o"  the bat, he said, was an insult to 
the  voters.

ªFirst of all, I think it is a slap in 
the face of all the voters, all Floridians 
who have to vote for a candidate and 
the party leaders choose for them,º he 
said. ª! is is not the Islamic Republic 
of Iran. ! is is America. ! ey are 
portraying an Islamic republic and I 

left that country for those reasons.º
Unlike Khavari, John Wayne 

Smith isn't trying to create jobs. 
He's trying to do a little party 
building. ! e Libertarian candidate 
from Leesburg was also the party's 
nominee in 2006, garnering 15,987 
votes. He views his candidacy more 
about getting his views out there and 
recruiting new members. 

ªWe're given a lot more attention 
in the alternative media than 
anywhere else,º Smith said. ªAnd 
we're pretty well honest and people 
are turning away from the old media. 
So we're getting our message out 
there and we're beginning to be very 
successful with it.º

Other candidates include Peter 
Allen, a Riverview business owner; 
Michael Art, a DeLand urban and 
landscape designer; Karl Behm, a 
Crescent City resident who says on his 
MySpace page that he actually won 
the 2006 election, not Gov. Charlie 
Crist; Daniel Imperato, a West Palm 
Beach resident who tried to mount a 
2008 independent bid for President; 
Josue Larose, a write-in candidate 
from Fort Lauderdale; Mike 
McCalister, a Plant City Republican; 
Brian Moore, a Democrat who works 
as an executive recruiter; and C.C. 
Reed, a Miami businessman who ran 
in 2002 and 2006. 

Economist and independent gubernatorial candidate Farid Khavari wants Florida to create a 
state owned bank to help jumpstart the economy.

ªBeing prepared for the in! ux now 
is a valuable, long-term investment in 

marketing a home correctly...º  

14 Candidates O!  and Runing for Governor

Locklear Realty LLC is an independent real estate brokerage, committed to providing outstanding 
service and value to buyers and sellers. We are known for developing quality working relationships 

with our clientele; relationships based on respect, integrity, and trust. 

www.LocklearRealtyLLC.com  
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       by Joseph E. Miller

Woodman, spare that tree!
Touch not a single bough!
In youth it sheltered me,
And I'll protect it now.
   George Pope Morris, 1860

Jacksonville's famous Treaty Oak 
is the only remaining attraction  of 
the once famous Dixieland Park 
amusement complex.

Dwarfed while standing beside 
Jacksonville Florida's famous Treaty 
Oak tree (Southern Live Oak), 
one can almost hear the sounds of 
people screaming, people laughing 
and carnival ride noises emanating 
from the area that once occupied 
the property surrounding this 
enormous arboreal wonder (Quercus 
virginiana).  ! e outcome of an 
errant acorn blown to its location 
by wind or dropped by a bird, it is 
hard to imagine something so small 
could result in a tree so tremendously 
huge.

ª! e Giant Oak,º as it was known 
for one hundred years or more, is 
located in Treaty Oak Park bordered 
by Main Street and the St. Johns 
River on the Southbank.  With the 
tree being the ripe old age of 200, 250 
or as some suggest 300 years old, one 
can still touch, climb on or just picnic 
under the tree that has withstood the 
entire history of Jacksonville, Florida 
(founded 1832).  In fact Treaty Oak 
was merely 30 years old when Florida 
succeeded from Spain to the United 
States.  Cowford (founded 1791) as 
Jacksonville was previously known 
when Florida succeeded from Spain 
to the United States.

With the trees circumference 
nearly 24 1/2 feet and limbs stretching 
out like octopus limbs from its trunk 
over 30 yards east and 30 yards west, 
one cannot help but call this survivor 
of the past, magni® cent.  

In fact, since the invention of 
still photography you have to believe 
that every citizen of Jacksonville and 
hundreds of thousands of visitors 
have posed with this proud old 
photogenic natural monstrosity.

Images captured at the turn of the 
19th century show small homes built 
directly under Treaty Oak's canopy.  
If you look closely enough, small 
light bulbs are visible.  ! ese were 
part of the early electrical display in 
1907 which attracted many tourists 

interested in seeing Treaty Oak 
illuminated and the new futuristic 
advancement known as electrical 
lighting.

During this period, a bronze 
plaque attached directly to the tree 
contained the following statement: 

! e oldest and largest tree in 
Florida, 160 feet across under the 
branches. At noon, it shades a space 
of 190 feet in diameter.  Students of 
forestry say it is over 400 years old. 
! e body of the tree is over 9 feet 
in circumference. It was Osceola's 
favorite camp ground and was 
generally used for Indian councils of 
war.

! is is the only mention that 
could be found linking Indians 
and especially Osceola to the tree.  
Experts now believe the tree to be 
250 years old.

In the 1960's, developers 
attempted to build structures 
directly up to Treaty Oak's limbs, but 
fortunately local support, bolstered 
by the city's newspaper (! e Florida 
Times-Union), saved the tree and its 
surrounding property. A sta"  writer, 
Roland (Pat) Moran (now deceased) 
gave ª! e Giant Oakº the honorary 
title Treaty Oak.  Since no o&  cial 
record exists to describe the fact that 
a treaty was ever signed at Treaty 
Oak, the title was purely honorary.

Today, buildings encroach the 
once hallowed grounds north of 
the tree.  But, thanks to the quick 
thinking by local women's groups 
and a donation from philanthropist 
Jessie Ball DuPont, the remaining 
undeveloped area south of the tree 
was purchased and saved for all to 
enjoy.

It is hard to imagine and maybe 
morbid to discuss the death of Treaty 
Oak, but all things eventually die.  

It could happen by old age, high 
winds (a downblast several years 
ago eliminated an entire park of 
Jacksonville's treasured 100 year-old 
oaks), hurricanes or even a devilish 
act. 

In 1988, a crazed ex-convict fatally 
damaged a similar cherished ancient 
500-year-old oak tree in Austin, 
Texas, also named Treaty Oak.  

Arborists did everything in their 
power to save the tree, but ® nally the 
tree died.  Angry citizens of Austin 
demanded severe punishment for the 
criminal.  ! e man was sentenced to 9 
years.  Just months after his sentence 
and conviction, he was released from 
jail.  ! e Judge claimed that the man 
had ªsu" ered enoughº for the crime, 
but even so, the 500-year-old tree 
was still dead.  

Perhaps, we should take this as 
a lesson and erect an 8 foot fence 
around the park to be locked after 
dark?  At a minimum, the city should 
create a three dimensional scan of 
Treaty Oak.  ! at way, it would be 
possible to construct an arti® cial 
reproduction of Jacksonville's Treaty 
Oak for all to enjoy for years to come.  

Don't laugh at the idea.  Walt Disney 
World created a 15-story (145 ft. 
tall) 50-foot wide arti® cial tree in 
its Disney Animal Kingdom park, 
complete with a 300 seat auditorium 
underneath.

In order to con® rm the age of 
Treaty Oak, I contacted Jacksonville 
Electric Authority's (JEA) Forester, 
Michael Robinson.  His nearly 
30 years of experience in the ® eld 
truly establishes him as an expert.  
Robinson explained that he does not 
work alone.  JEA's forestry team also 
includes Foresters Joe Dunbar and 
Brad Norton and Arborist, Landall 
Demby.

Robinson stated: ªOak trees by 
their nature grow rapidly leading to 
enormous sizes and misleading age 
estimates. Given the right conditions, 
an oak can grow as quickly as ® ve 
inches in diameter per year, though 
most grow * to 1 inch per year. 
Normally, oak trees grown in urban 
areas are dwarfed by their inability 
to extend its root line.  Naturally, its 
roots will extend to the end of the 
trees canopy. But, a tree in a rural 
setting (as Treaty Oak used to be) 
and near plenty of water will extend 
its roots nearly twice the length of its 
canopy.  To answer your question, 
most professional arborists who have 
examined Treaty Oak believe it to be 
approximately 250 years old.º

When questioned about the tree's 
impending demise, Robinson replied, 
ªUnless it is a natural disaster, Treaty 
Oak will probably not die in our 
lifetime.  Given its health, continued 
care, and other safety precautions, I 
expect it will live another 100 years 
or more.º  

Robinson explained that lightning 
rods have been placed on the tree to 
protect it from lightning damage 
and that the boardwalk installed 
underneath the tree canopy serves a 
greater purpose.  

ªIt keeps children and adults 
o"  the giant roots that are exposed 

above the top soil,º he said.  ª! ese 
roots must be protected. Damaging 
Treaty Oak's above-ground roots 
could easily kill the tree.º

Interestingly enough, the JEA 
has acted as a surrogate mother 
to raise thousands of Treaty Oak 
o" spring.  Robinson explained: 
ª! is all began in the early 1980's, 
when our Forester, Joe Dunbar, as 
a hobby, started his own personal 
Treaty Oak tree farm at his home.  
! e JEA considered it such a great 
idea that it adopted the program and 
now grows 1000 Treaty Oak saplings 
per year.  ! ese are given to charities 
and used by JEA to meet state and 
national legal mandates to replace 
every oak it must cut down for one 
reason or another.  I would estimate 
we've planted 5000 baby Treaty Oak 
trees since its inception.º

JEA donates 100 trees per year 
to Greenscape for its fundraising.  
Greenscape sells them at its annual 
tree sale held in March.  Robinson 
is most proud of JEA's participation 
with cities ravaged by Hurricane 
Katrina.  ªWe drove over and 
presented them with 100 7-gallon 
Treaty Oak trees.  It wasn't much, 
but they were so appreciative of 
such a gesture.  Who knows, maybe 
200 years from now, there will be 

a giant Treaty Oak o" spring in 
Mississippi.º

Another conservationist and tree 
lover, Russell Skinner, owner of 
Skinners Tree Nursery, has grown 
seedlings from Treaty Oak's acorns 
for years.  

While visiting Treaty Oak, I met 
a gentleman who lunches underneath 
the tree every day.  He told me a story 
of another man who had approached 
him and pointed toward Treaty Oak.  
He was from out-of-town and was 
staying at the Hampton Inn next 
door. 

Pointing in the direction of Treaty 
Oak, the out-of-towner inquired, 
ªWhat is a forest doing in the center 
of Jacksonville?º  

! e man responded, ª! at is not a 
forest, it is one single oak tree.º

! e out-of-towners could not 
imagine that one tree could be so 
gigantic.

Maybe the signage needs to be 
improved to inform visitors what 
is under that forest-like canopy.  
Including Treaty Oak, only three 
stately ancient trees remain in 
Florida. 

Be sure to visit Treaty Oak with 
your family, friends and out of town 
guests.  And don't forget to take your 
camera.

Copyright Joseph E. Miller (reprinted with permission by the Jacksonville Observer) 

Final Witness to the Birth of Jacksonville

ilovethetruth.com

Treaty Oak in Jacksonville - Dixieland Lighting
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RLC: " rasher Should Correct Greer's Mistakes

Editorial by
          Kristi Dunn of the Northeast 
Florida Republican Liberty Caucus

To some the arrest the former 
Republican Party of Florida (RPOF) 
Chairman, Jim Greer, may have 
come as a surprise. However, to 
some of us who have been ® ghting 
corruption within the RPOF, it was 
an absolution of our concerns and 
warnings.

As members of the Republican 
Liberty Caucus (RLC), we often 
® nd ourselves in opposition to 
those within the party, because 
we stand for consistency and 
accountability. ! e RLC is a 
coalition of traditional conservatives 
and liberty-minded Republicans 
working within the Republican 
Party to promote individual liberty, 
less government and state and 
national sovereignty. We advocate 
for strict adherence to the United 
States Constitution in accordance 
with the original intentions of its 
framers. One thing that di" erentiates 
us from most conventional 
Republican clubs is that we are not 
afraid to hold our elected o&  cials 
accountable and to point the ® nger 
at our own party in an e" ort to keep 
those who represent us, principle-
oriented and value-driven.

Because of that stance, under 
Chairman Greer, local RLCer's 
John Stevens and Will Pitts were 
removed from their positions in the 
Republican Party of Florida. While 
the grievances ® led against them 
stated that they were attempting 
to disparage the Republican Party, 
they were actually seeking to remind 

others that, while to some it 
may seem that the Republican 
Party has lost its way, it was still 
the place for the conservative 
message.

! e RLC has stood in 
opposition to Jim Greer since 
the 2008 election season. At 
that time, Greer began to 
threaten RLC members who 
were questioning his actions 
in the chairman position.  ! is 
hostility extended into some of 
the local executive committees, 
including the St. Johns 
County Republican Executive 
Committee (SJCREC).

In 2008, John Stevens ran for 
state committeeman within the 
SJCREC. However, a week prior 
to the election, Stevens agreed 
to step down from his candidacy 
in return for an agreement with the 
SJCREC to stop their own ongoing 
harassment of RLC members who 
were calling for closer scrutiny within 
the RPOF.

In 2009, the agreement made 
by the SJCREC was proven to be 
meaningless, as the SJCREC moved 
to ® le grievances against Pitts and 
Stevens for their outspoken roles in 
calling for accountability within the 
party.  

Greer, having the sole discretion to 
choose how to handle the grievances, 
removed every RLC member who'd 
had a grievance ® led against them 
from around the state, as well as 
other members of the RPOF.

Shortly after this purge, others 
® nally began to heed the warnings 
of the RLC and began examining 
Greer's dealings closer. Finally 
in December 2009, after months 
of investigations, and mounting 
evidence of Greer's corruption as 
chairman, members of the RPOF 
State Committee and several donors 
called for a meeting in early January 
2010 to vote to remove Greer from 
RPOF. 

With a vacancy for the 
chairmanship, John ! rasher 
appeared as a likely successor. 
However, in order to be eligible 
to run for this position, Senator 

! rasher needed a seat on the 
state committee.  ! e SJCREC 
resolved this by having then state 
committeeman Jon Woodard resign 
his position so ! rasher could take 
that post and be eligible to run for 
RPOF chairman.  At the meeting 
in which ! rasher was elected, 
the SJCREC conveniently cleaned 
their ranks of supposed ªineligibleº 
members, which just happened to 
include RLC member Cli"  Johnson.  

Mr. Johnson was told that he had 
missed too many meetings and was 
therefore denied a voice and a vote in 
the ! rasher election. ! e situation 
escalated when the o&  cers of the 
SJCEC could not provide proof that 
he failed to meet the attendance 
requirements. Mr. Johnson has 
since been able to prove his removal 
was done under false pretenses and 
the SJCREC had no choice but 
to reinstate him into his elected 
position as a Republican Precinct 
Committeeman.

 While many of the details were 
never relayed regarding that meeting 
and the events surrounding ! rasher's 
election, it should be noted that 
the RLC had contacted SJCREC 
Chairman Harlan Mason on the way 
to the meeting to con® rm attendance. 
At that time Cli"  Johnson and other 

RLC members were told they would 
be welcomed, only to be denied entry 
upon arriving. 

! e night of the State 
committeeman vote, I was told that 
only members were allowed in the 
meeting during the vote. However, 
this was not true, as various members 
of other RECs found themselves 
easily accepted into the room, and 
rather conveniently found jobs or 
titles that a" orded them the luxury 
of breaking the same rule that 
was being used to  keep Johnson, 
myself and other RLCer's out of the 
meeting.

! e events of that night led to 
a massive uproar and a great deal 
of name calling and slanderous 
statements regarding myself and 
the other RLCer's that were present 
at that meeting.  However, after 
several months of asking to see the 
records that the SJCREC had used 
to exclude Johnson, he was ® nally 
allowed to view them. 

Simply viewing the records 
proved that he had in fact not been in 
violation of the SJCREC attendance 
requirement, and should not have 
been removed from his position (and 
subsequently denied his right to 
vote).

! rasher easily won the election 

for RPOF chairman.  While the 
RLC (and myself personally) 
have been vocal opponents of 
Senator ! rasher (since last 
year's special election to ® ll the 
beloved Jim King's seat), we 
were excited to hear Senator 
! rasher's acceptance speech. In 
his speech, he stated that his goal 
was to bring the party together. 
Soon after, Chairman ! rasher 
met with Will Pitts and John 
Stevens, promising to look at 
the grievances and rulings issued 
against them by Chairman Greer.  
He assured Pitts and Stevens he 
would look into the matter of 
reinstating them, as well as other 
members of the RPOF who had 
been purged during Greer's time 
as chairman.

Fast-forward to the events of 
recent weeks. With Greer's arrest, 
we have learned that nearly the entire 
administration of Chairman Greer 
has been corrupt from the beginning. 
! e RLC feels wholly vindicated 
now that our calls for accountability 
have proven viable.  ! e RLC will 
continue to call for principles before 
party, even when powerful members 
of the executive committees oppose 
such a stance. 

We (the RLC) have experienced 
severe opposition at various points 
over the past two years. (Including, 
the events that denied Johnson entry 
to the State Committeeman vote). 
We are encouraged that many rank 
and ® le Republicans are beginning 
to understand that the RLC has 
consistently stood for transparency 
and accountability, and has a now 
proven valid purpose.

We are all hoping that the 
Republican Party of Florida will see 
much brighter days ahead. We hope 
that, with the corruption ® nally 
exposed, our members that stood 
against it will be reinstated.  

For now, we would like to use 
this time to again implore Chairman 
! rasher to keep his word regarding 
looking into reinstating Stevens, 
Pitts and the other Republicans 
purges under the Chairmanship of 
Jim Greer.

CONNECT. COLLABORATE. COMMUNICATE.
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Former RPOF Chair Greer (Left) and Current RPOF Chair Thrasher (Right)
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by Richard Miller

A part of me was saddened, but 
not surprised, at the announcement 
earlier this year that the MPS Group 
Championships will no longer call 
the First Coast home. 

From 1998 until 2008, I 
attended what was the Bausch < 
Lomb Championships. When the 
decision was made following the 
2008 tournament to ® nd another 
title sponsor and move the location 
somewhere other than Amelia Island 
Plantation, my heart sank.

It was almost like I was forced 
to move from my childhood home 
to a house that did not seem right. 
Amelia Island Plantation, the long-
time home of the Bausch < Lomb, 
was that childhood home with nicks 
in the doorway from where you ran 
into it playing catch or with the 
height measurements etched into the 
hallway closet with your heights and 
the year they were taken.

For the last two years, the MPS 
Group event was held at Sawgrass 
Country Club in Ponte Vedra 
Beach. 

It never felt perfect to me the way 
Amelia Island did.  

With the end of professional 
women's tennis on the First Coast, I 
thought it would be ® tting to think 
back on the memories the WTA 
Tour provided me.

Here are ® ve favorite memories 
that I shared with my friend, the 
Bausch < Lomb ± because that is the 
only name I have ever called her.

5. Witnessing ® rst-hand how 
loud and rude Frenchwoman Mary 
Pierce was. When I saw her play at 
Amelia Island, Pierce, winner of the 
1998 Bausch < Lomb, was nearing 
her mid-20s and in the prime of 
her career. Even though, during 
her career, she won two majors ± an 
Australian and French, she had the 
on-court attitude of a teenage Roger 
Federer. Pierce's style of tennis ± 
commanding and intimidating ± 
helped bring in the women's power 
game. Pierce taught me that childish 
antics on the court make you look 
foolish. During my high school 
tennis days, I tried my best to be the 
antithesis of Pierce.

4. At Amelia Island, it was 
incredible watching top-20 players 
in the world warming up on the 
practice courts like it was just 
another day at work. Occasionally, 

I would wander from my seat to see 
if I could catch any tennis stars on 
the green clay courts. One day, in 
particular, I sat and watched then 
up-and-comer Elena Dementieva, 
Olympic singles gold medalist in 
2008, hit with her coach for 45 
minutes. It truly felt like 45 hours. 
After a few minutes, she realized 
I was the only person taking in 
her practice session. To this day, I 
am positive Dementieva, the 2003 
Bausch < Lomb champion, winked 
in my general direction. If not, it's 
my memory, and nobody is changing 
it. I still catch myself rooting for her 
on television.

3. Years ago, a few tennis friends 
of mine, who were accustomed to 
performing the scorekeeping task, 
invited me up in what seemed like 
a VIP section. It was practically a 
card table with a blue sheet tossed 
over it. ! inking I was somebody, 
I sat quietly watching match after 
match for two days straight. Into 
the evening on the second day, I 
noticed a larger individual standing 
behind me ± accompanied with the 
smell of perfume. It was American 
tennis star Lindsay Davenport. In 
my head, I was calm and collected as 
I politely o" ered her my chair. She 
kindly declined, and, for the rest 
of the evening match, I could not 
focus on the tiny, yellow ball. I said 
nothing else to her. Davenport is one 
of the most beloved tennis players 
to ever step foot on Amelia Island 
Plantation. It is probably one of the 
reasons she won three singles and 

two doubles titles at Amelia.
2. " e ® rst year I became 

acquainted with the Bausch 
& Lomb, 1998, was the year of 
Anna Kournikova. She was the 
talk in women's tennis. Watching 
Kournikova play, it was evident she 
had talent. In the fourth round at 
Amelia that year, the 16-year-old 
Kournikova lost to Davenport. To 
this day, I have never seen anyone play 
with longer hair than Kournikova's 
blonde mane. Except for Venus and 
Serena Williams, at Amelia Island, 
Kournikova packed the stands like 
no other player was capable of doing.

1. Sitting alongside my parents 
and grandfather at the Bausch & 
Lomb, our seats every year were 
courtside behind the chair umpire.
It was extremely close to the action. 
You could almost see the beads of 
sweat on the players' foreheads. 

One year, tennis legend Martina 
Navratilova entered in the doubles 
draw on what could have been 
deemed a farewell tour. In the middle 
of a Martina doubles match, the ball 
clipped the line, Martina's side lost 
the point and she was infuriated 
that the clip shot was not called out. 
! e entire crowd began to boo when 
Martina started verbally attacking 
the umpire. Well, my grandfather was 
one of the fans booing at Martina. 
For whatever reason, having seen my 
grandfather booing passionately ± he 
is a native New Yorker ± Martina 
singled him out quickly. 

She pointed at him and told 
him to shut up. ! en, everyone 
continued with the boos ± especially 
my grandfather. For four points, 
my grandfather clapped whenever 
Martina lost a point. 

On the next turnover, Martina 

apologized personally to my 
grandfather for what she had said. 
Following the match, Martina was 
extremely personable and talked to 
the four of us for some time. 

Needless to say, we left Amelia 
Island that night even bigger fans of 
Martina Navratilova.

! e Bausch < Lomb ± I will refuse 
to call it anything else as long as I live 
± every April was my most looked-
forward-to sporting event on the 
First Coast and I thoroughly enjoyed 
every second of each tournament I 
attended. 

It is a shame children of today's 
generation won't be able to see 
women's professional tennis here ± 
at least for the time being. It really 
saddens me to think that they will 
never get to know or share their own 
memories with the friend I knew for 
more than a decade.

Maria Sharapova holding the 2008 Bausch & Lomb Championship trophy, the " nal year the event was held at the Amelia Island Plantation

Bausch & Lomb: Parting Ways with a Friend

ilovethetruth.com
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              As Mark Twain 
famously observed, 
everybody complains 
about the weather 
but nobody ever does 
anything about it.

You could say the 
same thing about 
public education.

In poll after poll, 
voters continue to express dissatisfaction with 
the nation's pubic schools and an increasing 
level of frustration with the intractable nature 
of the problems that plague public education. 
As for how this angst is playing out in Duval 
County, a study recently released by the Florida 
Times-Union reveals that 72% of the community 
leaders and 76% of the readers surveyed 
believe our public schools are getting worse, 
not better. (Does anyone actually think that 
public education has been improving? That 
really would be a man-bites-dog story!)

So what do we do about it?
For me, the most frustrating thing about 

the topic of education reform is the amount of 
misinformation that abounds and how it tends 
to push the debate in all the wrong directions. 
We can't seem to agree on a solution because 
we can't agree on any of the predicates.

In the interest of breaking this impasse and 
fostering a more productive discussion let us 
consider the following:

1. We need fundamental reform and we 
need it now. Remember, we've hit an iceberg. 
It was a really big iceberg and it's torn a really, 
really big hole in the side of our ship, the SS 
Duval County Public Schools. We're dead in the 
water, down at the bow and listing to starboard. 
It's time we stopped rearranging the deck chairs 
and taking shu"  eboard reservations.

2. Money alone won't ! x the problem.  
In Newark, New Jersey, public schools spend 
an average of $22,000 per pupil per year, yet 
only a third of students graduate high school. 
Adjusted for in# ation, Florida has more than 
doubled its spending on public education in 
the past 30 years while graduation rates and 
academic achievement have continued to 
decline. Money is not the prescriptive & x the 
education establishment believes it to be.

3. Parochial schools produce better 
results while spending signi! cantly less per 
student. Catholic schools in the United States 
spent an average of $5,870 per pupil in 2007-
2008 compared to a per student average of just 
over $8,400 for public schools here in Duval 
County. That's nearly 45% more spending 
per student to produce a level of academic 
performance that falls short of what parochial 
schools are able to achieve for a lot less. Are 
Catholic schools and public schools perfectly 
analogous? Probably not and it may not be 
fair to do a straight up comparison. But at least 
this example proves that success is not entirely 
dependent on funding.

4. Until we're ready to make fundamental 
changes it would be helpful if we stopped 
blaming teachers for everything that's 
wrong with public education.  If you want 
teachers to produce better outcomes, we 
should give them the authority to use their 
teaching skills to run their own classrooms. It's 
unfair to complain about results when we allow 
bureaucrats to dumb down the curriculum and 
dictate every aspect of classroom instruction. 
I'm in favor teacher accountability and I thought 
Senate Bill 6 was a step in the right direction 

because it represented a down payment on 
the kind of fundamental reform we need. But 
pay for performance only works when teachers 
are given control over what happens in the 
classroom.

5. The public needs to understand that 
our schools are called upon to provide more 
than just an education.  Tens of thousands 
of public school students come from homes 
that can most charitably be described as 
dysfunctional. For these students the only 
structure and continuity in their lives is what 
they get in school. Times-Union columnist 
Tonya Wethersbee is fond of reminding her 
readers that children who are ªoverwhelmed 
by povertyº may not be able to concentrate on 
learning. Fair enough, but let's stop blaming 
public schools for their inability to overcome 
the social pathologies that are tearing apart low 
income communities. And let's stop pretending 
that academic success is wholly a function of 
how much money gets shoveled into the maw 
that is public education. 

No amount of education spending will 
ever be enough to transform neglectful and 
uninvolved parents into supportive and 
nurturing ones. Parents who are absent, 
chronically unemployed, drug addicted or 
behind bars are, in the vernacular, ªpoor role 
modelsº who end up burdening our schools 
with the responsibility for raising their children. 
These conditions may be fodder for social 
service agencies but they're absolutely corrosive 
when it comes to public education.

6. There's a major disconnect when it 
comes reconciling concerns over teacher 
quality with our system of tenure that vir-
tually guarantees permanent employment.  
According the Florida Times-Union, 16% of the 
educators who responded to its survey rated 

the quality of Duval teachers as only ªfairº or 
ªpoor.º Among community leaders and Times-
Union readers the numbers were 42% and 48% 
respectively. It's hard to square these concerns 
over teacher quality with the fact that 99.7% of 
all Florida teachers received ªsatisfactoryº per-
formance evaluations in 2009. 

As Newt Gingrich observed, ªa system that 
claims virtually 100 percent satisfactory per-
formance while one in four students fails to 
graduate is a system in need of reform.º (Actu-
ally Newt, it's more like one in three who don't 
graduate, but who's counting?) 

For the record, I think the low quality rat-
ings are too harsh and probably overstate the 
problem, but that doesn't mean our system of 
evaluation and retention doesn't need to be 
changed.

7. Teachers are not underpaid. Accord-
ing to its website, Duval County Public Schools 
budget an average of $72,000 per teacher per 
year for salary and bene& ts. That's not chump 
change and it's certainly more than enough to 
attract quality teachers. In addition, the num-
bers posted on the DCPS website indicate the 
total amount allocated for teacher compensa-
tion went up by 25% over the three year pe-
riod between 2006 and 2009 even though the 
number of teachers increased by less than 5%. 
Go & gure. In an era of looming budget cuts, sal-
ary and bene& t packages for teachers have in-
creased at triple the rate of in# ation.

8. If we need more money for use inside 
the classroom how about cutting back on 
the number of administrative positions?  
Private schools typically operate with a sta*  to 
teacher ratio of 1 to 4, meaning one adminis-
trative or sta*  employee for every 4 teachers. 
In Duval County's public schools, that ratio is 
around 1 sta*  position for every 1.75 teachers, 

fully 230% more administrators and ancillary 
personnel than what you would expect to & nd 
in a private school. 

Consider New York City's Catholic Schools 
which, with a student enrollment of nearly 
100,000, operate with a central administrative 
sta*  of less than 50 persons. Compare that 
to Jacksonville where the number of central 
administrative personnel easily exceeds 500. 

If we cut the total administrative overhead in 
Duval County by just 15% we could save about 
$30 million per year.

9. If we need more money for use inside 
the classroom how about a slight bump in 
the number of students assigned to each 
teacher? According to the raw data posted 
on the DCPS website, the current student-to-
teacher ratio is 15.75 students for every teacher. 
If we increased the average student load by 
just 7.5% ± or to just 17 students per teacher 
± I calculate we could save at least $35 million 
per year. For the record, a student-teacher ratio 
of 17 to 1 is still under the state required cap 
and it's the same ratio that existed in 1997. In 
the 1950s the average student-teacher ratio in 
public schools was 27 to 1. 

Can anyone honestly say that educational 
achievement is better today than it was 50 
years ago?

10. If we need more money for use in-
side the classroom how about trimming the 
capital spending budget?  If we need to spend 
more money in the classroom let's look for ways 
to spend less money on classrooms themselves. 
The reality is that student enrollment in our 
public schools has stagnated in recent years 
despite a recent uptick due to the recession. 
Nonetheless, Duval County devotes $430 mil-
lion a year to its capital projects budget. If we 
closed underutilized schools and put some new 
construction on hold with the goal of trimming 
just 15% from the capital budget we'd save $65 
million a year.

The poor performance of our public schools 
makes it imperative that we re-examine critical 
assumptions about how our public schools 
should operate and how we should educate 
our children. If we're going to move the needle 
on school reform we can't allow emotional 
appeals and the insatiable demand for bigger 
school budgets to obscure the facts or cloud 
our judgment.

As responsible citizens we know instinctively 
that now is the time for major reform on a scale 
necessary to produce a bottom line result. In 
the & nal analysis this result means being able to 
graduate signi& cantly more students who can 
read and write at grade level.

It's time to speak the truth and to speak it 
plainly: It's not how much money we spend 
on education, it's about how we spend it. And 
getting the education establishment to give up 
control over that money isn't going to be easy.

A REALISTIC SIX POINT PLAN TO 
SAVE OUR SCHOOLS

Instead of Charter Schools, let's try Charter 
Classrooms. Launching a charter school is a 
major undertaking. Many are undercapitalized 
and few have the resources that our public 
schools have. So why not experiment with 
ªCharter Classroomsº in our lowest performing 
schools instead?  

The concept is simple: Public school 
administrators would enter into agreements 
with individual teachers who are willing to

WE CAN FIX OUR PUBLIC SCHOOLS
ªNo amount of education spending will 
ever be enough to transform neglectful 

and uninvolved parents into 
supportive and nurturing ones...º

                                                                                                                                                                    

by Robin Lumb
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assume more responsibility and longer hours 
in exchange for signi& cantly more authority 
over their classrooms and higher pay.  

In schools where charter classrooms came 
to predominate, teachers would e* ectively run 
the show and principals would transition to 
the role of facilitators, monitoring classroom 
activity but spending most of their time behind 
the scenes providing material and moral 
support. 

Using this approach, teachers would get 
what most say they want ± greater autonomy, 
stricter discipline and better pay ± while parents 
and taxpayers would get the improved student 
performance that comes from accountability.

Longer school days and longer school 
years. Charter Classrooms notwithstanding, 
underperforming schools ± especially 
elementary schools ± should extend the school 
day by at least an extra hour and the school 
year by an extra month. When we can a* ord 
it, we should implement the same change in 
every school.

Put teachers back in charge of their 
classrooms. The Charter Classroom concept 

again notwithstanding, we need to give teachers 
the authority to run their own classrooms and 
the latitude to apply their teaching skills in the 
manner that works best for them. This grant of 
authority also needs to extend to every aspect 
of classroom discipline. 

Teachers must be allowed to set behavior 
standards and remove students who are 
continually disruptive. As for students who 
pose a genuine threat to safety, they should be 
expelled.

Concentrate on grades K through 4. 
Recently I was appalled to learn that gains 
achieved through Mayor Peyton's early literacy 
program had been entirely wiped out by the 
time those children reached the 3rd grade. As 
the Mayor has demonstrated, younger children 
from disadvantaged backgrounds are capable 

learners and highly receptive to positive 
in# uences. Let's get to these children early with 
a sustained e* ort that concentrates additional 
resources on grades K through 4. The singular 
goal: Inculcating basic reading and math skills 
that will help these children continue to learn 
throughout their academic careers. 

End social promotion and the grade 
in" ation that enables it. According to the 
Florida Times-Union, 47% of educators and 
at least 55% of community leaders and the 
newspaper's readers acknowledge that grade 
in# ation is a problem.  

The majority of educators admit that in 
some schools students who are not prepared 
to move forward are often advanced to the 
next grade level anyway, a practice known as 
ªsocial promotion.º 

The Times-Union quotes Duval  County's  
Superintendent Ed Pratt-Dannals as saying 
that students who are repeatedly held back 
ªare dropout[s] waiting to happen.º 

Someone should remind our Superintendent 
of the opposite e* ect: That the social promotion 
of students who are unprepared inevitably 

leads to producing high school graduates who 
can barely read. 

Cut the dropout rate by attacking the 
problem from every angle.  In addition to 
ending grade in# ation and social promotion, 
each of them contributors to the high dropout 
rate, we need to aggressively enforce our 
truancy laws. 

Children who miss too much school will 
inevitably do poorly in class. The problem 
compounds as absences mount and students 
fall farther and farther behind. 

Early intervention programs, special tutoring 
and vocational training options for at-risk 
students are also essential. For those students 
that do drop out, make it easy for them to drop 
back in with an o* ering of remedial reading 
and math classes as well as online learning 
programs for those who qualify. 

The Florida Virtual School is an online 
resource that allows students to complete their 
high school education at their own pace. Let's 
make this option available to drop-outs.

(Read more of Robin Lumb's opinion columns on the 
Jacksonville Observer's website --- JaxObserver.com)

ªWherever the revolution in 
public education begins,
 it ends in the classroom.º
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Among the documents in 
John Libby's collection is a 
copy of Mayor Delaney's 1995 
campaign kick-o"  speech.  
The following is the text of 
that speech as it was prepared 
for the candidate.

! ank you, Tom, and thank you 
all for coming tonight.

I'm John Delaney. I'm running for 
mayor of the City of Jacksonville.

I need you to help me.
Ladies and Gentlemen, we're here 

tonight because we believe this city is 
in the opening moments of greatness.  
Jacksonville is making a fresh start.  
No more talk of potential.  No more 
talk of opportunities.  No more talk 
of partnerships.  ! e time is now and 
the success is real#

We are right now stepping onto 
a world stage, competing in a world 
market.  We're boasting of Malcom 
Baldridge award-winners and 
recruiting Fortune 500 companies.  
We're competing for world trade in 
our port and world leadership in our 
back-o&  ce and ® nancial processing 
industries.

And you know as well as I do that 
in August the eyes of the world will 
be on Jacksonville, Florida.  ! ey'll 
marvel at our beautiful river, our 
clean skyline, our quality of life, and 

they'll want to come and live and 
work here.

We are on the move and nation 
and the world know it.

Greatness requires leadership.  
And here the choice is simple and 
clear.  Do you want Tommy Hazouri 
to represent you in the boardrooms of 
Chicago?  Do you want Jake Godbold 
to represent you in the bond houses 
of New York?  Do you want Harry 
Reagan to represent you at half-time 
on Monday Night Football at the 
Gator Bowl?#

I mean no ill will towards them.  
! ey've served their role.  It's tough 
to be in the public arena, and we owe 
them thanks for their willingness to 
endure.  I don't want to talk about the 
past.  I want to talk about tomorrow, 
of the changes we can make.

Greatness not only requires 
leadership, it requires hard work.  
And there is much work to do.  
Government simply isn't getting the 
job done.  It's supposed to educate 
our kids, protect our homes, pave 
our road, drain our yards and bridge 
our rivers.  It actually discourages 
job growth.  ! e multiple levels of 
approval from local, state, regional 
and national regulators actually 
discourage business growth and job 
creation.

We need a fresh look at the 

government itself.  ! ere is a 
revolution in Washington, D.C. right 
now.  Republicans are turning that 
government upside.  ! ey're cutting 
sta" , cutting regulations, cutting 
budgets.  Meanwhile private industry 
is right-sized, continuous quality and 
getting more done with less.

But here, the bureaucracy just 
keeps on keeping on.  

I have participated in the tightest 

budget and biggest public employee 
reductions in the history of this city. 
But the truth is we can do more.  
We cannot compete in the world-
wide race at supersonic speeds if 
we're driving an old clunker with big 
tail® ns.

We must privatize, out-source, 
eliminate, deregulate.  We must 
make this government better, smaller, 
cheaper, faster.

Ladies and gentlemen, during the 
next three months, you and I are going 
to take an unprecedented message to 
the voters of Jacksonville.

We're going to re-engineer this 
government from the bottom to the 
top.  We're going to mount a vigorous 

e" ort to streamline the processes of 
government, and where we don't see 
results fast enough, we're going to bid 
it out to private companies who can 
do it better, smaller, cheaper, faster.

We're going to ® ght the crime 
battle in Washington, in Tallahassee 
and in the neighborhoods of 
Jacksonville. We're going to take 
this government out of City Hall 
and bring it to the neighborhoods of 

Jacksonville where the people who 
own the government and pay for it 
live.

We're going to bring the very 
best our community has to o" er to 
Jacksonville's schools to ensure that 
our children have some future other 
than drugs and crime.

We're going to compete 
throughout the nation and the 
world for economic opportunity for 
our citizens.  We are not going to 
create an authority, a Commission, 
or a bureaucrat for Economic 
Development.  For the next four 
years, Jacksonville's mayor will be in 
charge of economic opportunities for 
Jacksonville.

You have my word we're going to 
create the most aggressive package of 
governmental ethics rules of any city 
in the country.  We're going to talk 
about it in the Spring, enact it this 
Summer and enforce it in the Fall.

And ® nally, we're going to 
embrace a new generation of leaders.  

! ree years ago, Senator Betty 
Holzendorf told me of the need 
to recruit the next generation of 
leaders.  

Tonight, I'm calling out to people 
who haven't been involved before¼ 
people who've been disillusioned 
about government¼ who felt it 
didn't work or can't be changed¼ 
people who felt that it didn't matter 
what you do, that nothing made a 
di" erence, that one person couldn't 
make a di" erence.  Maybe that's you, 
maybe it's been all of us at one time 
or another.

I'm asking these people¼ I'm 
calling upon you¼ to get involved.  
We can change government.  We 
can make it work.  We can make it 
better, smaller, cheaper, faster.  We 
can make it more professional, more 
responsive, more accessible.  

We can make Jacksonville the 
Next Great American City#

Please help me meet this challenge.  
Please vote for me.  ! ank you all.  

Now let's get to work#

(continued from page 1)

! e numbers are complex. Broken 
down geographically, and by race, 
age, gender and party a&  liation.  
! ey o" er a detailed picture of just 
how this monumentally successful 
insurgent candidacy unfolded, taking 
John Delaney from an asterisk to the 
mayor's o&  ce in about six months.

Delaney, the city's General 
Counsel under mayor Ed Austin, 
made his campaign o&  cial on 
January 17, 1995.  As the lone serious 
Republican candidate in the race, 
Delaney had behind him the full 
weight of a party still giddy from 
sweeping national victories.  ! e 
ªRepublican Revolutionº was in full 
swing and it was about to come to 
Jacksonville.

ªJohn Delaney has a lot of ground 
to make up,º wrote columnist Dave 
Roman on January 18 in the Times-
Union, the day after Delaney took 
the plunge.  

He wasn't kidding.  
A public poll conducted by the 

newspaper and Channel 4 showed 
former mayor Tommy Hazouri 
holding a 26%-24% lead over former 
mayor Jake Godbold in January.  
Councilman Harry Reagan had 8% 
and John Delaney, in fourth place, 
commanded only 3% of the vote.  

! e margin of error in that poll 
was plus or minus 4.5%.

! e campaign's internal numbers 
weren't much better, but they did 
show that voters were tired of the 
status quo.  ! ey were looking for 
alternatives, but many of them just 
didn't know enough about this 
Delaney guy to form an opinion.

! at was about to change as the 
campaign would swing into high 
gear, raising money and bombarding 
voters with direct mail and television 
advertisements.

Looking through all this 
memorabilia and these historic 
documents, it's very hard not to grow 
nostalgic.  

In 1995 Jacksonville was on the 
brink of a very special decade.  Our 
city was about to launch into a period 
of unrivaled growth and prosperity.  
! at ªsmellº was ® nally gone.  ! e 
Jaguars were about to kick-o"  their 
inaugural season.  Everyone was 
looking to the future and looking for 
a new mayor that could deliver on all 
this promise.

ªJacksonville was coming out of 
a soft recession, but the River City 
Renaissance was coming out of the 
ground.  We had been awarded an 
NFL franchise and the public mood 
was that we had come through some 
hard times, but things were looking 
up,º said Barcello.  

! at improving public sentiment 
is where the campaign`s central 
theme of `Past Bad, Future Good' 

would come from.  ! e people of 
Jacksonville were hungry for an 
optimistic vision of the future and 
with that message, the nascent 
Delaney campaign had struck gold.  
It would all play perfectly into the 
fact that Delaney's top rivals were a 
pair of former mayors with long and 
checkered histories in o&  ce.  

! e campaign was headquartered 
in an abandoned Southbank hotel, 
which also served as the base of 
operations for the Duval GOP at the 
time.  

ªWe had free run of the entire 
hotel,º said pollster Libby.  ªWe 
even had a secret break room on the 
third  ̄oor -- we called it the populus 
room.º

! e campaign would throw big 
parties for young professionals.  ! is 
was, of course, in the days before 
Facebook and cell phones armed 
with cameras.

ªIt was a grand and glorious time,º 
Libby reminisces.

As in all municipal elections, the 
mayor's o&  ce was not the only race on 
the ballot.  Jacksonville was electing 
a new city council, sheri"  and voting 
on numerous other positions.

! e sheri" 's race featured 
Republican Joe Stelma and 
Democrats W.C. Brown and Nat 
Glover.  A January poll had Glover a 
distant third in the race, but most of 
the voters were still undecided.

While Brown and Stelma sniped 
at each other, the Glover campaign 
began to take o"  like a rocket, fueled 
in part by Glover's own performance 
in a televised debate.

With two weeks left before the 
election, GOP Chairman Don 
Brewer was forced to make the 
di&  cult decision to pull resources 
away from the  ̄agging Stelma 
campaign and redirect everything 
into electing Delaney.  Up until that 
point the Duval Republican Party 
had been splitting resources between 

the two camps.
It was a pivotal moment.
ªWe had a limited number of 

phones,º Libby notes.
In the end, Nat Glover was elected 

Sheri"  with 51% of the vote in the 
® rst election.  

Not having Glover on the ballot 
to drive up African-American 
turnout in the general election would 
ultimately be helpful to Delaney.

As the Delaney camp plugged 
away with their message of `Past 
Bad, Future Good' the voters  would 

Mayor -elect John Delaney takes a call on election night
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begin to respond in a big way.
ªEvery time we ran a new ad 

or dropped a new mail piece, you 
could actually see the impact in our 
polling,º said Libby.

! roughout the month of March, 
Delaney and Hazouri were locked 
in a battle for second place.  ! e 
internal tracking polls show daily 
swings of a percentage point or two, 
but neither candidate seemed to be 
able to break away.  

Voters began to get engaged at the 
start of April and in the ten days that 
followed support for Hazouri melted 
away in favor of Delaney, Godbold 
and a late surge by Councilman 
Harry Reagan who saw his limited 
support more than double during the 
® nal week.

On election night it was as the 
polling predicted, Godbold and 
Delaney ® nished within 600 votes 
of each other: 55,902 for Godbold, 
55,361 for Delaney.  Tommy Hazouri 
was a distant third with 38,289 votes 
or about 22%, followed by Reagan 
with 18,235 or 11%.

ªDelaney comes with a strong 
Republican backing, Jake has a 
strong core of followers who still 
believe in him.  I was kind of caught 
in the middle,º Hazouri remarked 
shortly after the election.

ªGoing into the runo" , despite 
having ® nished second, we were very 
con® dent we were going to win,º 
said Libby.

A scramble for endorsements 
soon followed.

First Hazouri and then Reagan 
would break with their own 
party to back Delaney.  Hazouri's 
endorsement came within days of 
the election, an exclamation point on 
the bad blood that existed between 
the former mayors. 

ªI could be silent,º Hazouri 
told a crowd gathered at Delaney 
headquarters.  ªI could endorse 
another candidate.  But neither 
course of action would do honor to 
my dream for Jacksonville.  John 
Delaney o" ers a fresh start for 
Jacksonville.  A fresh start that I 
strongly, strongly endorse today.º

Regan waited until early May to 
® re his shot.

ªI think people can make up 
their own mind who to vote for, 
but I'm telling them who I'm 
voting for,º Reagan told the Times-
Union.  ªIt was a di&  cult stretch 
for me to imagine endorsing Jake in 
light of my concerns about his past 
administration.º

Goldbold had help from then 
Governor Lawton Chiles, who had 
successfully fended o"  a challenge 
from Republican Jeb Bush months 
earlier.  

ªI understand Cracker,º the 
governor said while stumping for 
Godbold.  ªHe speaks it and speaks 
it with the right accent.º

Both candidates attempted to 
make inroads into each other's base 
of support.  ! e Delaney campaign 
spent in excess of a hundred thousand 
dollars to speci® cally court African-
American voters with very little 
success.

ª! ere were precincts where 
we got no votes or one vote,º said 
Libby.  ª! ey were solidly behind 
Godbold.º

Likewise, Godbold made a not 
particularly successful move for 
Beaches support late in the race.

All of the tension, the long hours 
and the back-breaking work ® nally 
came to a head on election night, the 
evening of May 9, 1995.  

! e Delaney team held their 
victory party in the same abandoned 
Southbank hotel that had been their 
campaign headquarters.  ! e earliest 
returns trickled in and to a casual 
observer the numbers didn't look 
good for John Delaney.  

ªWe were getting smoked,º said 
Libby. ªBut our votes were coming 
from further away and they had to 
be driven downtown.º

ªBy 8:15pm Goldbold had a 
25,000 vote lead,º Libby recalls.  
ªWithin an hour that would shrink 
to 8,000 votes.  Sometime before 
10pm the lead shifted and Delaney 
was up by 120 votes.º

When the dust had settled, 
Delaney would defeat Godbold 
by 2%, just as the pollsters had 
predicted.

Jacksonville had gotten a fresh 
start, and Delaney would sail into a 

second term without opposition in 
1999, before leading the successful 
charge for his Better Jacksonville 
Plan the following year.  

ªWhen Delaney left o&  ce, 
the right-wrong direction polling 
was the highest I've ever seen it,º 
said Libby.  More than 80% of 
Jacksonville citizens felt the city was 
on the correct path in 2003, when 
Mayor Peyton ® rst took o&  ce.

As we now sit on the verge of 
another mayoral campaign, the 
climate is very di" erent from 1995 
or even 2003.  Falling home values 
and rising property tax rates, 
corruption and ethical issues in city 
government, and the constant threat 
of the Jaguars relocating to another 
city dominate the headlines.  Many 
unemployed workers are searching 
for their own fresh start, and ® nding 
little to be hopeful about.

ªPeyton has delivered pretty 
much the kind of administration 
he said he would.  He has not been 
lured to distraction by grandiosity,º 
said Barcelo when asked to grade the 
current mayor's job performance. ªIt's 
almost impossible to become mayor 
of Jacksonville without having some 
loopy ideas.  We have an elevated 
choo-choo train downtown for 
goodness sakes. To his credit, John 
Peyton has largely avoided that kind 
of stu" .º

ªI would argue that this 
administration has done 
a good job of catching 
the city up on some of its 
promises, such as cleaning 
up the St. Johns River, 
building the courthouse, 
ash sites, storm water and 
pensions,º added Barcelo.  
ªHe's accomplished a lot 
of things that will never 
have his name on them, 
but are good for the city. 
Sel  ̄ess service like that is 
uncommon.º

Do voters want 
another John Peyton or 
another John Delaney?  
A candidate with grand 
visions or one with a 
pragmatic approach to 
governing?

ªOur local electorate today 
shows signs of being more mature 
in judgment and self-aware.  ! ey 
are frightened -- economically and 
politically.  ! ey are looking for 
caution and determination,º said 
Barcelo.

! e Delaney team is now 
scattered across a handful of mayoral 
campaigns.  Barcelo recently took 
on the Jim Bailey campaign, Libby 
is consulting for Mike Hogan, and 
Delaney campaign manager Michael 
Munz is on board with Audrey 
Moran.  Susie Wiles is serving dual-
roles as manager of Rick Mullaney's 
mayoral campaign and running Rick 
Scott's gubernatorial bid.

As to the notion of another 
insurgent candidate like John 
Delaney breaking out from nowhere, 
thoughts are mixed.

ªAnything is possible, but do I 
think it's likely?  No, not really,º says 
John Libby.

Barcelo is more open to the idea.  

ªAll of the candidates will think 
they're the insurgent,º he notes. 
ªFifteen years ago it cost a certain 
amount to run for city o&  ce, but we 
didn't have the kind of tools then 
that we have now.  ! ere are many 
ways, electronically, virally, socially 
that a candidate can achieve viability 
without spending money.º 

Delaney, for his part, says he's 
happy in his current role as President 
of the University of North Florida.  
He doesn't plan to retire from that 
post for another eight to ten years, 
but doesn't rule out a return to 
politics at some point down the line.

ªI'll be in my early 60s ± maybe 
getting back into politics a little 
bit,º Delaney told  ! e! Daily! Record 
earlier this year. ªMy ® eld of vision is 
much smaller. Washington is pretty 
much o"  my list. I can't see running 
for mayor again because that's a 
particularly hard job that you don't 
need to do twice. Maybe something 
in Tallahassee.º
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ªAll of the candidates will think
they're the insurgent,º notes Barcelo.

ªFifteen years ago it cost a certain
amount to run for city o#  ce, but we

didn't have the kind of tools then
that we have now.º
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Maybe the Jaguars Should Sign Mark Brunell?
Editorial by
   Austin Cassidy

Mark Brunell has been in 
the news recently because of his 
announcement that he's been forced 
to ® le for Chapter 11 bankruptcy 
protection due to a series of bad real 
estate investments.

So here's a crazy idea that might 
just make some sense for everyone 
involved. Why don't the Jaguars pick 
Brunell out of the bargain bin and 
use him as a second or third string 
backup quarterback on Sundays, and 
a mentor and instructor for the team 
during the rest of the week? 

I know people will say the team 
doesn't need him, he's over-the-hill, 
and so on.   But hear me out for a 
minute.  ! ere are a lot of reasons 
this might make sense.

Reason #1 - Ticket Sales ! e 
team is doing well with ticket sales, 
but could use a ® nal boost to put 
them over the top.   And Brunell 
could get some signi® cant playing 
time in the preseason, which would  
give fans a reason to come out for 
those otherwise unimportant early 
games. 

Reason #2 - Gear Brunell might 
generate a spark in sales of Jaguars 
merchandise.  Having more teal on 
the streets is always a good thing.

Reason #3 - He Can Still Play  
Yes, I'm serious.  Brunell could provide 
actual football value for the team in 
helping to mentor and encourage 
younger players, particularly the very 

mediocre backup Luke McCown.
All of this might sound kind of out 

there, but why not consider it?  After 
all, the NY Jets took a hard look at 
Brunell for backup quarterback a 
few months ago.  And some in New 
Orleans are suggesting the team 
might even consider resigning him if 
they could get him cheaply enough. 
! at tells us he's got some gas left in 
the tank.  

Brunell was picked-up by the 
Jaguars in 1995 and that year he 
started 13 games, completed 201 out 
of 346 passes for 2,168 yards, with 15 
touchdowns and 7 interceptions. He 
also rushed for 480 yards.

During his years in Jacksonville, 
Brunell went to the Pro Bowl three 
times, led the team to an AFC 
Central Division title and helped the 
Jags become the ® rst NFL expansion 
team to make the playo" s three times 
in its ® rst four seasons of play.

As we all remember, he was 
benched in favor of Byron Leftwich 
following halftime of  a game early in 
the 2003 season. It was the ® nal time 
Brunell took the ® eld as a member of 
the Jaguars.

In 2004, Brunell was traded to 
the Redskins but was  limited by a 
hamstring injury and struggled to 
bounce back.  In 2005, he led the 
team to a 10-6 record. In 2006, 
he broke the NFL record for most 
consecutive completions in a single 
game when he completed his ® rst 22 
passes against the Houston Texans.  
He set the Redskins franchise record 

for highest completion percentage in 
a single game (88.9%).

He struggled and was benched 
later in the season, only to sit out 
2007 after a surgery.

In 2008, he was signed to the New 
Orleans Saints but didn't appear in 
any games.  

Last season, Brunell was again 
the backup to quarterback Drew 
Brees.  He was also the holder on the 
40 yard ® eld goal kicked by Garrett 
Hartley in overtime that sent the 
Saints to the team's ® rst ever Super 
Bowl. 

Honestly, I would ask you... what 
would be better for lighting a little 
® re under the team's fanbase right 
now than signing Mark Brunell?   
Talk about reviving the pride#

! e team passed on Tim Tebow 
because they didn't think he was the 
franchise quarterback that they need 
for the long-haul.  ! at's ® ne, we'll 
® nd one next year. 

Mark Brunell has got a Super 
Bowl ring and a bunch of records.  
Really, there isn't much left for him 
to prove in the NFL.  His deal would 
likely be for one year and with no 
real intention of ever starting him 
in a regular season game, unless 
something happens to Garrard. 

But would Brunell want to do 
it?  After all, it might not be that 
great for the ego to come back to a 
team where he was once a superstar 
and now serve in a very secondary 
position.   On the positive side, it 
would allow him to earn some much 

needed income, retire as a Jaguar and 
stay close to his family during the 
season. 

! e bottomline is that Mark 
Brunell has invested a lot in 
Jacksonville -- okay, maybe that was 

a bad choice of words.  But if the 
team's ownership wants to give the 
Jaguars fanbase a little bit of extra 
excitement -- why the heck wouldn't 
they give him a chance to suit up one 
last time?

Former Jaguars Quarterback Mark Brunell
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by Austin Cassidy

Brian Moore, the Socialist Party's 
2008 candidate for President, has 
® led to run for Governor of Florida 
as a Democrat.

Moore has sought statewide o&  ce 
in Florida before, running as a ªNo 
Partyº candidate for U.S. Senate in 
2006.  He's also made several runs 
for Congress in South Florida, both 
as an independent and also as a 
Democrat.

State CFO Alex Sink would have 
advanced directly to the general 
election as the Democratic nominee 
had Moore not ® led paperwork at 
the last minute. Now she will have a 
primary on August 24.

Another potential Democrati
c candidate, Darrin McGillis, 

ultimately decided that he would 

not ® le his paperwork. His signature 
issue had been gay marriage, and he 
had repeatedly blasted Alex Sink for 
refusing to support it. McGillis said 
he was not sure who he would vote 
for now, but was leaning towards 
backing independent candidate Bud 
Chiles in November.

When reached for comment by 
the!Jacksonville!Observer, Moore told 
us: ªI'm running to give rank-and-® le 
Democratic voters of Florida a say 
in deciding who the next governor 
should be. I'm o" ering them a choice 

between a citizen-activist and a 
Wall Street banker, the same folks 
who plunged this great state into a 
seemingly never-ending ® nancial 
crisis. As Florida's Chief Financial 
O&  cer, Alex Sink has been more 
concerned with counting paper clips 
than solving the state's deepening 
® scal crisis.º

ªFloridians deserve a candidate 
for governor who's concerned about 
their pocketbook issues,º Moore 
concluded.

Moore's father, Nicholas ªBig 

Nickº Moore, worked for  the 
Southern Paci® c Railroad for 
more than 40 years. He was 
responsible, in 1960, for the 
ªon timeº campaign train of 
then presidential candidate 
John F. Kennedy, as the 
presidential candidate traveled 
the state of California.

It's not clear how actively 
the one-time Socialist will 
campaign for the o&  ce, 
but he's likely to draw a 
signi® cant protest vote 
among those Democrats who 
feel Sink is not liberal enough 
to represent the Democratic 
brand.

Alex Sink was elected 
Florida State CFO in 2006 
and is a former president of Florida 
Operations at Bank of America. 

Sink's husband, Bill McBride, 

was the unsuccessful Democratic 
nominee for Governor in 2002 
against Jeb Bush.

Ex-Socialist Forces Democratic Race for Governor
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by Darcy G. Richardson

With Governor Charlie Crist 
carrying on his bid for U.S. Senate as 
a No Party A&  liation candidate, and 
the Democrat-turned-independent 
Bud Chiles seeking to follow in his 
father's footsteps by running for 
Governor, now seems like a good 
time to take a look back at the history 
of third party and independent 
candidates in Florida.

Excluding the seemingly 
miraculous election of ex-Baptist 
minister Sidney J. Catts, the colorful 
ªCracker Messiahº who was swept 
into the governor's mansion on 
the tiny Prohibition Party 
ticket in 1916, voters in the 
Sunshine State have never 
been particularly friendly to 
statewide candidates running 
outside the traditional ªtwo-
party system.º

For most of the twentieth 
century, Florida's legislature 
proved even more hostile 
than the voters, making 
it virtually impossible for 
independent or third-party 
candidates to appear on 
the statewide ballot for any 
o&  ce other than president. 
Incredibly, between 1924 
and 1998 Ð the year Florida 
citizens overwhelmingly approved a 
constitutional amendment wiping 
out the state's mandatory petition 
requirements and making ballot 
access considerably easier for minor 
parties and independent candidates 
Ð only one third-party candidate 
appeared on the Florida ballot in a 
gubernatorial or senatorial contest.

! at little-remembered candidate 
was John L. Grady, a physician and 
the former mayor of Belle Glade who 
waged a seemingly quixotic campaign 
for the U.S. Senate on the American 
Party ticket during the Watergate 
year of 1974.

Grady's uphill candidacy for the 
seat vacated by indicted Republican 
Sen. Edward J. Gurney, a staunch 
Nixon defender, was nothing short 
of astounding, beginning with the 
Herculean task of obtaining 105,000 
valid signatures on the party's 
petitions.

Remarkably, the American Party 
Ð an ultraconservative o" shoot 
of George C. Wallace's 1968 
presidential campaign Ð collected 
more than 130,000 signatures to 

earn a spot on the ballot that year.
! ough unable to keep pace with 

the fundraising prowess of Democrat 
Richard Stone and the deep pockets 
of drugstore multimillionaire Jack 
Eckerd, the Republican nominee, 
the 43-year-old former mayor of 
the small, poverty-stricken town of 
Belle Glade made up for his lack of 
resources by waging a breathtakingly 
vigorous cattscampaign, stumping 
in every region of the state. He 
carried rural Hardee and Hendry 
counties and ® nished ahead of one 
of his major-party rivals in more 
than a dozen others while garnering 
282,659 votes, or nearly 16 percent 
Ð enough, some believed, to cost the 
GOP the election.

Grady's spectacular e" ort 
notwithstanding, one of the most 
potentially viable independent 
campaigns during that period might 
have been one that was never waged 
Ð the short-lived U.S. Senate 
candidacy of former state Senator 
Lori Wilson of Cocoa Beach in 
1980.

A dynamic and popular vote-getter 
who had twice defeated Democratic 
and Republican opposition in the 

early 1970s to become the only 
independent ever elected to the 
Florida Senate, Wilson's marriage to 
millionaire publisher and USA Today 
founder Al Neuharth presumably 
put her in a position to self-® nance 
at least a modest statewide e" ort 
in 1980. ªWe'll spend what we can 
a" ord to spend,º she said.

A former Republican, Wilson 
was the only person to win a seat in 
the Florida legislature outside the 
traditional two-party structure since 
1908, when the Socialist Party's C. 
C. Allen, a St. Petersburg lawyer, 
was reelected to a second term.

Running as an independent, Lori 
Wilson, herself a Merritt Island 
lawyer and ex-Brevard County 
commissioner, defeated three rivals 
in a 1972 special election to win a 
seat in the State Senate, becoming 
the only woman in that chamber. 
Defeating challengers from both 
major parties, she was reelected to a 
full four-year term in 1974.

Unfortunately, Wilson's U.S. 
Senate campaign lasted only a few 
months. She gave up the ghost 

shortly after failing to overturn a state 
requirement that an independent 
candidate for the U.S. Senate needed 
three times as many signatures as an 
independent presidential candidate. 
In dropping out of the race, the former 
Cocoa Beach legislator conceded 
that it was impossible to obtain the 
126,516 signatures necessary to place 
her name on the November ballot. 
Florida's draconian ballot access 
laws, she said in a parting shot, 
denied ªfreedom of choiceº to the 
voters while favoring the established 
parties.

While the state's burdensome 
ballot access barriers were e" ectively 
removed with the passage of Revision 
Eleven in 1998, recent history shows 
that Floridians generally continue 
turn a cold shoulder to candidates 
who dare to venture outside the 
traditional parties in major statewide 
races.

Ten years ago, state Rep. Willie 
F. Logan of Miami-Dade, named 
by the Miami Herald as one of the 
legislature's most e" ective members 
only a few years earlier, tried his luck 
at cracking Florida's duopoly, but 
fared poorly.

A rising star in state 
Democratic politics, the 43-
year-old Logan had been his 
party's designated Speaker 
of the House Ð the ® rst 
African-American tapped 
for that powerful post since 
Reconstruction Ð before 
being unceremoniously 
dumped from his leadership 
position by his party's 
caucus in January 1998 in 
favor of Anne Mackenzie, a 
veteran white legislator from 
Fort Lauderdale. Logan's 
supporters claimed that his 
ouster was racially motivated 
Ð a charge vehemently denied 

by Democratic leaders.
Logan, who represented one of 

the state's poorest districts during 
his eighteen years in the Florida 
House, didn't take kindly to being 
ambushed by his fellow Democratic 
lawmakers and boldly displayed his 
displeasure by endorsing Republican 
gubernatorial candidate Jeb Bush 
against his own party's Buddy 
MacKay later that year.

! e longtime lawmaker, who had 
been elected mayor of Opa-Locka 
when he was barely 23, apparently 
harbored a bull-sized taste for revenge. 
In the fall of 1999, he formally threw 
his hat in the ring for the U.S. Senate 

and within a few months had raised 
nearly $200,000 Ð an auspicious 
beginning for a candidate running 
outside the bounds of the traditional 
parties.

Taking his cue from Minnesota's 
Jesse Ventura, Logan hired Bill 
Hillsman, the brilliant Minneapolis 
media consultant who had produced 
the hilariously o" beat television ads 
that catapulted the colorful Reform 
Party candidate past his major-party 
rivals and into the governor's o&  ce 
in 1998. Hillsman believed he had 
another winner. ªWillie is so far 
ahead of where Gov. Ventura was 
at this point in 1998 that it's hard to 
even make the comparison,º he said 
early in the campaign.

Logan, who eventually spent 
$364,554 on his long-shot candidacy, 
also took a page from the ªWalkin' 
Lawtonº playbook, but instead of 
walking 1,000 miles across the state 
he donned a helmet and hopped on a 
motorcycle. 

Logan's gimmickry seemed 
appropriate given the fact that he 
was running for the same U.S. 
Senate seat in which the late Lawton 
Chiles, clad in dusty boots with holes 
in the soles, had made his legendary 
1,003-mile trek across Florida three 
decades earlier.

Crisscrossing the state on a 
Yamaha motorcycle, it wasn't long 
before the African-American 
legislator was polling double-digits 
in Florida's hotly-contested U.S. 
Senate race. 

In early March, the prestigious 
Florida Poll showed Logan garnering 
10 percent of the vote against his 

likely major-party opponents in 
November.

Logan's unexpected inclusion in 
the ® nal statewide televised debate 
between Democrat Bill Nelson and 
Republican Bill McCollum led many 
pundits to believe that the free-
spirited state representative would 
be a major factor in the election's 
outcome. He thought so, too.

ª! is is America. I can win,º he 
con® dently declared.

On Election Day, Logan, who had 
consistently polled between 5 and 
10 percent of the vote in statewide 
surveys, ran worse than anyone 
imagined, garnering a disappointing 
80,820 votes, or 1.4 percent.

Four years ago, Florida's 
U.S. Senate and gubernatorial 
elections attracted an abundance 
of independent and minor-party 
hopefuls Ð eight in all Ð including 
the Reform Party's Max Linn, a 
Treasure Island ® nancial planner 
who reportedly spent close to two 
million dollars of his nearly $16-
million fortune while polling a 
relatively meager 1.9 percent in a bid 
for governor.

It remains to be seen if Floridians 
will continue their nearly century-
long indi" erence to candidates 
outside the traditional parties.

! en again, as Governor Crist 
said when asked about his party 
swtich, ªthings change.º
------------------------------
   (Darcy Richardson is a Jacksonville-
based author, historian and co-founder 
of UncoveredPolitics.com.   He has 
authored ® ve books on American 
political history.)

Di$  cult Road for Florida's `Other' Candidates

Supporters of Willie Logan's U.S. Senate 
campaign gather at a kick-o$  event

Governor Charlie Crist is currently seeking a seat in the United States Senate as a candidate 
with No Party A*  liation

       `Bud' Chiles is currently campaigning for Governor as an NPA



The Stanley Plan: 
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Individual Liberty - Protect our Inalienable Rights and Make Congress 
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The Fair Tax - The Federal Government Should NOT Pick “Winners and Losers” 
Strong National Defense - A Powerful and Prepared Military 

                 with Clearly De! ned Missions 
Congressional Term Limits - Serving Our Country is a Privilege, Not a Career
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